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ADVERTISEMENT. 


| HOUGH chis abi contains the Au- 
thor'ꝰ's firſt productions, and he has been 
died to publiſh it by the ſolicitations, af his 
friends; he does not, therefore, expect any 
indulgence. © He appears in a publick man- 
ner, and ſhould not ſhrink from criticiſm ;- yet 
he will meet it; not with a raſh confidence, 
but with humble reſignation. The opinion 
of the judicious ſhall animate him to future 
compoſition, or Arphen in n him all a oo” 5 
i -- " F. See 


1 men is, in EUR ON, indeed to 
the: Tales of the Genii, which breathe the ſpis 
rit of pure morality, delivered in a ſtyle, that, 
in the Oriental way of writing, can not be 
too highly praiſed. The, ſtory of Zadak and 

Kalaſrade | ſuggeſted the idea of forming a 


1 drama 


* W WN˖,·-⅛ CS 2 


I > 14 1 


— 7 on the ne ch, but it was i found 3 im- 
poſſible to reconcile the principal incidents of 
the fable to dramatick probability. The Au- 
thor of the following Poem has in ſome few 
paſſages nearly adhered to the language of the 


X ain FH writer of the Tales. 4 en b. 


Emin was never peat for e TOO 


1 the author well knew the difficulty of 


introducing any piece on the ſtage. He had 

not ſervility enough to ſooth the caprice of | 
the manager and actor, nor wealth ſufficient: 
to gratify the venality of daily writers; he, 


therefore, directed his views to the cloſet, 


where, though exempt from the diſapprobation 
of the multitude in a theatre, he has much 
to fear from the SfRcr mens. of the- «alight; 
ened critick. Ei bull vi 
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PERSONS of the DRAMA. 
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8 EL I M. 
MIR VAN, 
Cali, 

L E MA C K, 
N US TA N., 
HAM ET. 
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SCENE, Conſtantinople, 
ACT Nr 


CALI Sorvs. 
Vis „Mirvan, yes, I ſwear by pad h ſource 
Whence all the noble paſſions of the ſoul 
Derive their pow'r and animate mankind, 
Or ſunk by mis'ry, or by fortune rais'd, 
I ſill have ſigh'd to fold thee in my arms, + x 
And with thy converſe elevate my mind! 


I B-. SCENE 


W 


ü, 


CALI and HAMET. 


2 1 
* 


Auf. 
My maſter's honour'd friend 1 


REY 


Yes, faithful Hamet. 
But ſpeak of Mirvan and his lov'd Elmira— 
Say, is his arm with wonted vigour ſtrung, | 
And are her beauties {till the glorious theme 
Of ceaſeleſs wonder and admiring virtue? 


HAMET. 


Mirvan, my Lord, retains his former N 3 
But his er 


| 4 
| 
= 
al 
= 
|| 
1 
i OL , 
5 * Ha! K but his Elmira!” 
| Is he no more? Has ſhe been falt? Diftraftion! 
| 8 | 
| HAMET. 
' 5 | 
| oY ; . * * N N * 

{ rn 5 a Ng 0 1 ö 
| 653 
| ®. 5 
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E 1 u t M . A 


1 A M E r. 


This friendly heat, this gen'rous burſt of paſſion” 
Prevents that information 1 n {nk wa 


* "GALL. 


| 105 can 1 patient hear thy maſter's forrows, 
And with a formal coldneſs bear his wrongs ? 
Our breaſts with ſympathetick feeling beat, 
From the ſame root like kindred branches ſprung, 
We twine around each other i in misfortune 
And ſhare alike the mis'ries that afflict us. 
Come, Hamet, now relate thy tale of grief 
_ pierce wn heart with ev 4 8 rang he ßer. 
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AME T. 


Oft at the kir's decline, when gentle 1 L wo, 
Diſperſe the ſultry vapours of the day, 5 : - Y; 
A ſhady arbour pendent o'er the deep,, 
By nature form'd for ſcenes of ſoft endearment, | wat 
Receiy'd Elmira and her conſtant Mirvan. c 
A moon has paſs'd fince ſummon'd to the Coe 2 
1 Scli's eh; he repair'd to court. „ 7 040g da 
LE 


: 


1 a 


| 4 A II M 
Bryubes, in his abſence, to divert the time, 
| | Diſmiſs'd her ſlaves and haſted to the bower: 


Scarce had ſhe enter d, when a band of rufſians 
Cloſe laid in ambuſh, ruſh'd upon the 1 
And bore the loſt Elmira to their bark. 

Her diſtant ſhrieks ſoon call'd us all to arms, 
We flew to aid her, but alas too late! 
For quick their active oars and ſwelling. file . 
Secur'd the * from our 36ſt revenge. 
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O fatal bour— tis torture to my thoughts! ! + 
Hadſt thou, my friend, been near thy chaſte Sets. 
When theſe. baſe raviſhers approach'd to ſeize her, 
Thy ſword, like righteous thunder from above 5 
Urg'd by the arm of the avenging Alla, 285 
Wou'd ſoon have blaſted their deſtructive purpoſe 


And laid the wretches breathleſs at thy feet - 
But, Hamet, ſay, have they been till ae i 
Still unreveal'd to Mirvan's ſeri inquiry? ; 
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| To clear the gloom that veils tl thy maſter's. 's Gab. 
| = And point them gut the objects af his Ss Tit 
HAMET:. 
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H A M E 5 

Mirvan, my Lord, no Foolier Pad N. 
The calls of office in the royal council, { 
Than with a boſom full of fond deſire, e ESTER 
He flew to ſhare his raptures with Emita. 
He ſought her chamber, dwelt upon her name, 
Trembling invok'd her in love's gentleſt accents, . 
Till overcome by tender' apprehenſi ons, | 
He os, | Fl 2 his iis to enero . 1 
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FEE IT | Hirried! to is arbour, Hs Tu] 
| J follow'd ; but 5 vain I ſtrove to calm him 
For rage had filene'd: quite the found of oY 

| His voice the echo of the mountain thunder, 9 | 
His eyes flaſh'd lightning, as the tockenlagith uds — 
That rent with inward fire diſcharge their fury. > R$ 
At length exhauſted by contending paſſions, ö n 
| Lk l tear bedew'd his manly cheek. W A 
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CAL I. 

My mind intent upon his hapleſs ſtate 
Recoils with terrour at the ſcene ſhe draws, 
And like the parent of ſome hideous monſler, - 
Shuns her ſad offspring, while ſhe ea it birth, 15 


HAM E T. 


On che ſea's s margin for a tine be Wood 0 
And with his eager looks purſu'd Elmira. 
Then ſtarting from his trance he ſhot away 
And reſolute commanded me to follow. 

We ſought the fair, leſt not a ſpot unſearch d, 
Where buſy fancy in its fond career 
Or the faint ray of expectation led. 
Our efforts fruitleſs, he relinquiſh'd hope, 
And loſt to pleaſure, melancholy reigns 
With all her horrours o'er his ſuff ring breaſt. 
| The voice of comfort is no longer heard, 
Her Joſs the conſtant object of his en, 
Like a rough ſtorm that low'ring on the earth - 
Taints the proud day and ſtrips her of her chains 
* his hopes of happineſs for ever. f 
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My heart 8 to thy tale of woe | | | 
Feels unreſerv'd the mis'ry it impreſſes. 

"Tis virtue's call, for virtue thus oppreſs d 

Exacts the pang from ee 0 1 


MIRVAN, 2 


Fly ſwift. my cares, let this auſpicious hour 85 
That makes me bleſs'd within my Cali's arms EE: 
Baniſh reflection from f tortur d „ 
e =t Beit. Ha 
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SCENE m. 
CALI and NIE VAN. 


M I R V 4 N. 
Thou art t the only treaſure I have left 1 ; 
Of all the precious gifts that fortune laviſtyd., Fa ks 
O let me not unmindful of the 1 e e 
Poſtpone a ſingle moment of deli ght, LIT, 
But 
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But ruſhing thus for comfort to thy boſom 

Here grant a kind indulgence t to 5 pains ! 

| [They embrace. 
Oh! "Ca, 9 8 Ms hawk oe loſt Elmira, ! 
In whom my happineſs, my liſe was center d, 

Gone, gone for ever from my ardent fondneſs ! 1 
Matchleks 3 in beauty, of unconſcious worth, 

Her mind and body earneſt ſeem'd to vie 

Which of the two more perfect in its nature 
Supreme in excellence ſhould be victorious. 1 „ 
T he firſt with ev Cy noble virtue bleſs 5 1 5 Fi 
The laſt uniting ev'ry ſoft attraction - 
That female elegance and grace diſplay, * 

While love and friendſhip were her conſtant themes, 
And Cali's name pronoune'd by her ſweet tongue, 
Enchanting muſick to my raviſh'd ears! 

Receiv'd a charm The 123 cou'd bali : 
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0 'twere unkind to tell thee what I feet. » 358 111d. 
Were ev: ry. rich enjoyment. that. endears : 
The world to man and makes weak m. 


ortals happy 
Within my graſp, I'd ſpurn the tempting bait * 
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And rather join'd with thee i in n thy misfortunes 
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The breath of calumny that taints the * 43 
And damps the brighteſſ pro Fj 


Has never dard to ſully,, Cali's name. 705 Hum I | 
1 might have Rill enjoy d the m 


Still bore the ſplendid, enſigns of command, 
But ſucks * price it pains me ev'n to name it. 
11 
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Has vice extended then: be jmpion ry 4 814 
To Syria's 6 ee 3 


Alone infected by ho Aire — A C915 * * A 
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n 1 EY 4 n 17 5 14 
+3 9 £2.99 LI eee ee een 
Thy partial eye but views the piper wy ek 
While far remote where'er the Turkiſh ſceptre 
With: force reſiſtleſs rules the conquer'd gr 
It ſheds its influence- and miſleads mankind. 
Cou'd I retain 4 | gover ment with honour” © 5 
Where nature's noble laws were all inverted? S 
To ſereen from Juſtice the delpotick few WEE el 
And cruſh the common int teſts of the people; * 
Was the baſe line of conduct mark'd me out e 
By royal Selim and his mean adyiſers. 
This 1 een ſpurn's the venal truſt, 
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I muſt confeſs, my frierd, "we've ill dhe warks 6 ou | 
Of an enervate And declming ſtate. LUEE T7; ay | 
In vain] nv fc oy can not am the ſource,” 1 OE 
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CALI 83 


The ſource is with olives ts 1 man 
Like a rugs Gann een che mountain top. 1 88 
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Nor can I ſooth : 
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I blame him not, for early education 
Corrupts the heart and taints the ae v 
Ere yet the mellow hand of time had ſpreaet 
The fruits of manhood on his princely cheeks, 
The faſcinating ſplendour of a court . 
Stole from his mind the knowledge of himſelf. 
Beſides, I could not cringe and bend the knee, 
Like ſlaves who — yur rota ENA 26 
And — Gods themclves have deified. oi aol 
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Now, being "A I know no tn ables 

In the vaſt range of our immenſe dominion, 
That can be juſtly deem'd or free, or r. 
The peaſant—gall'd by ſlav ry 's ee g ku gg © 
Worn down by poverty, by pride depreſs d, 
Can not be ſaid to live—he breathes an air 
Polluted by his ſighs, while his baſe arm, 
Strong to perform the ſervile taſk decreed 1 wel 1 
Shrinks trembling from the ſteel of glorious freedom. 
The hobles—ſpecious name—exalted _ 

The dregs of m_—_—_—_— the ſons of —__ wil % 
Who riot on 9, | 91 l. 
W 51 1 e . The 
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Swallows their wealth, foul wages of injuſtice. 
The ſov'reign—feeble ſplendour--gaudy fhew 1— | 
Can he be free whom ſordid paſſions rule? | 

His ſtate a warfare; one unceaſing combat, 

_ Himſelf the conſtant victim of remorſe,” - 

Thus: varied life from diff'rent 7 BY 
Flows mingling in the channel of corruption! 
And 2 een in the fink of 1 Anger n cd, | 
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42 


MIRVAN. 


O wretelind commu 1-—Preadful deſolation 
Marks out the way to riches and to 
Now vice alone plumes young ambition's wing, 
And each neu erime but ſets à feather there 


To 0 make her flight more daring and ee 
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SCENE GORE 


MIRVAN, * CALL nr. 
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_HAME T. 


1 my 51 deputed by the Sultan 2» 


Waits to 5 impatient of delay, 7 | 
HEAP TEAR Coun her Affairs 


14 E L MER A * 


Affairs of moment that require ee But 211 
Prophetick ſpeaks th object of bis aide tet dE 
ar e tld 
MIRVAN. 3 144 
Whate'er whe cauſe, I will not a the WO 
Fear viſits only weak and daſtard breaſts, 4 
But virtue ſelf-ſupported braves misfortune. 
Bid him come forward and announce his orders. 
[Exit Buna 10 
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c A L S 
J never lik'd this Ruſtan, GER dark, 
Plotting in ſecret deep-laid ſchemes of power 
He keeps his thoughts from honeſt open dax | 
And veers his of ares thr as hi s intreſt . 
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Diſplay new eburage as its force expands 
And with a boſom conſcious of jo, zruth oy, > 
O ppoſe the arts of main en and © ö 
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— [E= perceives carr 
een en ee a wg wb 
Had near ee "OY ith of poliſh'd life, 3, 
Betray'd my bus neſß to another's earl... 
Twere fittitig tho ſhi alt Her wy ne 
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1 wt 1 for thy e care, but, Ruftan, learn, = 
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wiv 18 J 
| This is a friend in whom I moſt confide, ne” 1 
N knows the inmoſt ſecrets of m my foul w—_— 
» BZ. 2% CALLER 85 b 
| And 
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And did 1 from his knowledge ſcreen | my actions, 
Or throw a veil o'ef what concerns me moſt, 

Ev'n were my life, or liberty at ſtake, n 11 
Id deem . ? 


To ſummon thy attendance on his perſon. 
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I come commiſſion'd wen imperial San 


The royal vengeanee thunders Ger thy head 
n to ' cruſh thee with i its ts weight of horcours— 
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Why this diſplay” of gloomy preparation, 
This ſolemn | pomp. of words that ' mocks diſtreſs _ 
Baniſh dee 8 1 ruin. | 


The midnight een famine preſs d 
Has ſome ſmall plea to varniſh over his crimes 3 
But he who turns his: guilt againſt his monarch 
And i impious ſtrives, to ſtrip him of his glory, __ 
Unpitied feels the Juſtice of bis ſentence, „ 8 
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Thou art prondunc'd; 2 traitor. VC 
inn aa; an, 


pace 
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MIR VAN. 
RUS TAN. 


Might well exact the forfeit of thy treaſn, 
He 3 mn and en . to lee thee. 


ee MIR VAN. 2 5 3 25 | 
Kind Heav' n, ſupport me, for my ſenſes fail 


And reaſon totters at we diſmal proſpect— 


But this Ab tis worſe than human tortu 
Suſpicion's bow when bent I careleſs view, 

Nor dread the arrow that aſperſion ſhoots; -- ei 
But when my Prince's arm the ſhaft direct, 


Tt pierces deep wing'd- with unerring aim. 15 


My honour ſtain'd, my ſervices requited 


With the foul name of ignominious r h 
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Perfidious, * eure ne.” 
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AEAPLHE: 
Be calm, my friend, ſuppreſs this ſtrong emotion 
MIRVAN. 
Was it for this I brav'd the ſtorms of war, 


Courted for this the lively voice of fame, f 

Which, tho” o'erbearing in its firſt career, 

Grew calm by time and mellow'd into virtue ? 

Oh! S lend and arm—Ha! villain? traitor! 

EEE 

Mirvan, e eee this butſt 41. _ 

Appear before the Sultan, boldly ſpeak, } 

Aſſert thy innocence and with a ming 

By vice untainted vindicate thy honour. ; 


He to thy ſuit will grant a patient ae 
Relieve ws mis * and redreſs 8 n 
M I R v A? N. N 


The 4 is appeas I' 1 on Ge 12854 
Expoſe the malice of my baſe accuſers - 


| ns chat the vapours * wou d One my brightneſs, 


ST £ 4,2 9 * 


On, 


FIR 


On, Ruſtan, on and let us to the court, 
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Where merit but excites the ſtateſman's eny yy 


And dark detraction ſpreads her latent toils 
For ſlumb'ring worth unconſcious of n 20r "F 
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ACT IE 
S8 CE NE I. 
8E LIM AD I. E MAC k. 


S E LIM. 
TILL, faithful Lemack, has the fair her doubts, 
Her fond excuſes, languiſhing delays | | 
That but encreaſe the glowing flame of love? 
EP; i | 


LEMACK. 
The virgin's breaſt that never thought on man 
Beats not reſponſive to the calls of virtue 
With chaſter warmth than does Elmira's boſom. 
SELIM, 
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What! ſhall that ſpecious plac: my joys 0 
And be a bar eternal to my pleaſures ? - 1 
Virtue, the ſpectre of deſponding mort⸗ . Fr 1 * 
The tie that binds the freedom of our nature 
And conquers mortals to exalt a hadow— _ -. 

By Heav'n, if I the nobleſt of mankind, - 
Were the firm proſelyte of virtue's dictates 
And preach'd her doctrinè to the liſt'ning world, 
Soon wou'd Elmira's charms diſſolve my faith 

And make me 55 for more ecftatick nen 


LEMACK. 


1 . your fuir with all the fervent w_ 
That gratitude and duty cou'd inſpire, 
Diſplay'd the glories of imperial greatnes 
To catch the fair and make her fancy's ſlave· - 
Nor were your wond'rous ſuff rings left unnotic c! 
To raiſe a ſpark of pity in her minſ g | 
And then by art to fan it into love - © 
But all wy labour'd REY was: vain. nk 
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Ungrateful fair And yet I can not hate her A 74 
For love like death his ſceptre ſtern ly ſways, 
The tyrant uncontroll'd. exaQs Sn Th 
Nor ſuffers reaſpn'to deſtroy his reigg. 
Diſaſtrous paſſion, wou'd I cou'd ſubdue . 150 
Oh! it has pierc'd me like a poiſon'd dart FOR 
That with its venom by degrees infects 
My as blood and fires my aas brain 
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ILEMAC ER. 


»Tis baſe, the glory of the wack] ſhou'd fink 
Enervate thus a wretched flave to woman. 


s ELIN. ee ee ee | 

So ſoft her glance, ſo melting is bib ging. 150 : 24 
That quite unmann'd I take the luſcious poiſon . e 
And yet when I approach Heav'ns, how I feel? 
My quiv'ring limbs their wonted aid nyt 
And leave their maſter deſtitute of 1 at nc 5-6 
In vain celeſtial beauty feaſts the eye; Ns 1255 
In vain I 008 to . her taſte my tranſports, | : 
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In vain 1 PER to graſp her Sink hand” 

A godlike awe reftrains my fervent cat's 9:48 0 
Her look, like lightning, flaſhes eee 105 
Confounds my ardour and defeats my meaſures. N 
Then all my courage that ſo oft withſtood: cd 
The rougheſt tempeſt of deſtructive woe, 
Shrinks back defeated, like a tremb 
And ſhun: de e object of my ſou OMe 


£7 "LEMACK. 


Your ming, my Lord, intent, upon a 
Weighs not the obſtacles that bar your bliſs. 
Ambition, love and pity all are ſunx 
And huſh'd to reſt within Elmira” 8 boſom. 


Hoe? ev 2 * | is ceuter d i in 22 75 Mirvan— 
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"es Mirran!— —Curs'd by the hated bates | 


It has again . my 1 o 
Ves, ſhe can laviſh all her care on N 

And not beſtow on me one pitying ſmile, 

One tender word to ſooth 8 f 
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But vengeance ſhall be prompt —I'Il ſee this Mirvan— 
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And yet I owe him much, he ferv'd me well, 
Was oft the pillar of my tott'ring fortune 
But then he dar'd to emulate my fame 

And by the luſtre of his warlike deeds 
Outſhine the ſplendour of his Sultan's glory— 
And now—O mis'ry How can I endure it? 
He is a favour'd rival in my love _ 
T his is a crime I muſt not, will not pardon. 


 LEMACK. 
His innocence, my Lord, claims ſome compaſſion 
He knows not that ye love— _ 


$ EL I M. 
"Tis: 2 1 th. | 

Still let it be cola] from Mirvan's knowledge. | 
Whene'er the common weal requir'd his aid, 
Whene'er my voice excited him to aQtion, 
Hie never ſlumber'd in diſgraceful caſe, 

His arm the ſwift avenger of my "wrongs, 
Led on my troops to victory and honour, 
And when he bled, *twas but an off ring pour'd 


To _ my foes and make Te ſtars propitious. 
Then 


5 1 
8 n 
2 


M I. M IR A. 
Then to his ſorrows ſhou'd I add a gang 


That gen rouis pity prompte me to pi? Tan of | 
 LEMACK.. as. 
'Tis nobly fad and worthy Selim s fo, 5 7 
s E LIM. 1 2 „ 
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My int'reſt too requires me to ek A 4 
The fickle ſoldiers, unreſtrain'd by duty, > 
Revere the man and love him as their . 3 ph 
And did I openly avow. my feelings, RA 
Or urg'd by hatred doom him to . we | 
*T were difficult to calm the ſtorm they'd colt. 25 | 
But does ſuſpicion - breathe: the fainteft air 3 
rare 0 T7 the - 
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$0 fvife brave Ruſtah/ with his choſen — 1 

Ruſh'd unexpected. on the lonely prize 5s U q 

And bore her from the reach wy her nents, 
= That ſhrewd corijeQturez/ 4 | Oy 


E to trace the object f miſtruſt, | 


- 
hab 
— 

- 


on : 4 a 
223 
3 - 


26 EL M I X A. 


Can not mile A thought, nor ſtart a doubt 
To find the authors of the bold intruſion. . 


cones ors E L IM. 


»Tis well —and now one only e. care remains, 
To baniſh Mirvan from the ſcene of pleaſure, - 
Leſt buſy rumour ſhou'd diſcloſe the ſecret 
And damp the full enjoyment of the fair. 

I'll clothe his exile with the fpecious m_ 5 
Of vile conſpiracy againſt the ſtate. IE YT. 
Thus ſhall I clearly juſtify the action. 
And gild with mercy's name the very dee 

That _ "oF e * ſecures his ruin. 
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Might but your ko bels gbe e L 
That merely flows from gratitude and zeal, 
You'd baniſh quite this paſſion from your breaſt. | 
Time but augments the holy flame that 3 K 
For her loſt Lord, and all vas 1:02 2p | 
Increas'd by abſence, fix her in averſion. : ts 
conſtancy ae eln, » ol mid 
Think on the merits of the nobis Kerns 2 
fl £ 4 Think £1 
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Think on the! juſtice that furrounding nati 5 
8 from Kings, the d of He 5 
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8 E LI M. . 


Shall I deſiſt and ſacrifice her charms 
"TG! the dun ene ak _ 3 eee | ; 
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end dupber our: will | 
Whoſe ev'ry wiſh conſpires to make you happy-- 2 
For you, the huntſman with his eee, e * 
Rouſes the tawny monarch of che woods 

For you, my Prince, the warlike trumpet blos 

Its lovely notes and uſhers on to glory; * . "209% Rs. 


For you, returning from his wat'ry bed | 
3 The ſun illumes the genial face of day, 
While all the bloeming virgins of the eat 
"ROI for you, eee fig 65 £766 PET 1 
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: 'T were, better raiſe thy hand againſt thy ah reign 5 7 


And with, thy poniard pierce my royal heart, 
Than vilely thus debaſe Elmira's charms! 
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aden — Thou truſty meſſenger— | 
Company oth: Gab ?—Haſt thou ihen ſecur d 2 
Has he betray'd no ſymptoms of diſtruſt, 


| But follow'd 85 N of he ed: 11 
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Pere faithful fave, edi to your order, 17 
Mirvan at firſt, with manly reſolutions had! nd T 
Unmov'd by terrour, brav'd approaching ruin. 


He thought twas but a ſudden guſt of rage, 


A tranſient ſtorm that courage Inns 
Or innocence diſarm of all 1 1 K 01 
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EL MHRA 7 


But when he heard, Hint totafooiyes: bis: crime, 3 
His noble ſoul no longer could ſuppfort 
So foul a ene e eee & K 
While yet the wild commotian rul'd his . _ 
And ſhogk indignant his diſorder d = 

With piercing eye I mark'd his various feeling 

That laid him open to my cloſe enquiry, Y 

But not a look eſcap'd, nor figh tranſpir'd 

To make me judge he knew Elmira's fate. 


ARES 8 E L T M. 1 1e 
Thanks, Ruſtan, for thy care and rude counſds— 
Bid him attend, and with due refignation 
Hear and ung the and of "Me ann 
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Let not his virtues plead in his defence, 
Nor ſuff ring innocenee appeaſe thy rage - 


A crime fafficient to ende my eee 
2 Wh eee „ is M8. 
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2 TREES. 
Light of the world and glory of the faithful, 


My heart too full to vindicate its honour VT 2 


Leaves all to merit and great Selim's judgment. 


S ELIM. 
I little thought that Mirvan cou d reject 


The int'refts of his prince, and barter worth, 


Approv'd by valour and a long: tried ſervice, 
For the falſe glare of ., . 


A : * 7 * 6 4 TS, I , th 
* . : . : 13 1 
a BE LS v0 * SUNG + * 
— 7 8 - ; 


MiRVAN. 


— 


— 
* 
* 
2 
4 
* 
Py 
* 
* 


Ac 
c 
no 


* 
R 8 
» 8 
7 * x 4 0-17.56 
— > 1 * + 
* i = 
795 8 5 . * 


Calmly ery my pa 
Connect each 
Alone deſign? 


E wy a del. to damp the noble 
fir'd the ſons of Mahomet to tt 
” when death approach d in various 


That 
Have 


. 


X BY , 
% 
FN; 55 
f * 
ai 8 1 Fa 
+ | 
8 4 1 A 
# 4 LN, 
- 1 8 
„ het pegs: Saenciee 
3 
A * « s "ne N 
* ; 
R 2 
. 2 7 5 
- 
* 5 8 r M067 meet; * 
5 8% * in, 
9 3 1 2 N 
* ©* 
* Fog 
WE, 
_ 


£ 


We, : % 


N 


bs 


ve, 


n Rk 


% = Xx, 7 * I 


- 


ion N. 'twill 


7 
7 
: 
* 
7 
* 
5 
* 
* 4 


K n 


9 


e 


my Sultan's bro. — 


- 


ry 
IS. an CY 
* 


ts, 
* 


warnt 3 


* 
; 
2 
. 
4 ; 
4 
* 
- 
* 
* 
e 
2 
phy 
* 


9 Y 4 
«2 
7 4 
* a, 0p” 
_ 
2 : « . 
„ = * Vow * 
2 
* * * 
0 = 
1 7 KB 
— 2 . 
1 
: L 
1 
* 
< # 2 
* - E 4 
: = * 
* - 
s Fl < 
. 1 sw; 
* » 
of * = 
* 
# * 0 1 
5 * £ - 4 
* © * 4 n 
* 
4 _—_ 
* 3 b * * * 7 
: 8 of x 
" fo Xo 
4 - * « 
* * 
43 W 8 / * : 
" mY = * 1 
4 | * 9 
* oh * e 10 
E 
— 
- Sk 2 
2 * 4, * 7 |: 
PIs >] wh. rn N 
N Ne N 7 bore X 
1 . 
. ** * 7 
1 + #*# 
bY 4 2 
* 1 0 © XS 
3 4 „* ; " 2 3 Ss ub 
5 * 213 8 * 5 « - 
P 755. 3 
J $*% as wh * Pa WE, — „ 
3 ag * 1 ; 
x, o * 2 - ; =F . 
A * P £3 F I 3 | Fg 
99 n £ 
os bY - 
— #583 © * par" 7B 2 * + 
: Ins, %..> 7 
3 = Aw + * 1 
55 inn, Poe een ” 
© *% n * 7 + N 


4 
7 
1 
% 
. 
7 e 
* 
. 
* 
: 
2 
4 
v 
7 
Es 
ws 
py 
A = 
1 
* --£ 
k 
a 
* 
* 
8 2 
* 


* 


* ee eee 


ts jy 


£438 36 RH 9 


> 


* 


OI ons, ti 


< 


N 


— 


I, 
W. 
oy 
3 
* \ 
+ i%s 
4 
4 
* 
. 
— f 4. 2 
N 
4 
4 "ov 
x 7 
* * 
* 
5 4 
v — 
— 
is 
** — 
- 
nm 
5 1 
— 4 
« * 
2 
no 
4 
- — 
£ 
* 
+ 
% 
ey * * 
* 
4 
* 
« a 
a * 
4 * 
” - 
1 
Ls 
A 
- 
* 
oy 
. * 
— 
2 ; 
ws * % 
5 2 
”, $020 
* 
% 
- * 
”» 
* N * 
2 
* 
43'S 
mn 
— a 
* 
Fw 4 
* 


8 EUMYRA 


} 


4 


And Turkiſh glory trembling a at the breath 
Of adverſe fortune, feem'd to fly from danger, 
E' er ſhrunk with terrour and abandon'd Selim ?— 
Bare, bor dpi aan ey ng hone 


SEI. T 


It ill a the maſter of the ©: 
To reaſon with a wretch oppreſs d by ws „E 
Three ſuns I grant thee to prepare. thy Aan til 
And fly an exile to ſome foreign cli nm 
If the fourth ſhine upon Oe” SEO 


A E death ſhall SEP treaſon. .. Kh 
3 [Exon] 
"80 ENE W 


MIRVAH,: LEMACK. 


MIRVA N. blogs; 4 1 
22 ke 5 Sone and I'm: a wretched cout, 


Vet h 
Expell'd ſociety, condemn'd unheard= OO 
Ingratftude, thou fiend of human nature, 5 e a 
N fecure; for Mirvan is debas d! 8 

| « A cruel 
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« A cruel death ſhall expiate thy treaſon” — 

Theſe were his words—Ha! buſy demon, ceaſe— 
Selim? my prince — Sleep, vengeance, in my boſom, | 
Eternal ſleep, nor fire me to a thought | 
That might for ever blaſt my full-blown honours . 

O juſtice, juſtice, thou haſt fled from courts | 
And thy moſt glorious temple i is polluted, 
Since royal minds reject thy Mes A ſway | 


ILE MA 6 K. [approaching an 1 
"oe Lord 15 5 
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MIR VAN. 


5 Excuſe me, triknd” I am not fit, © 
Nor worthy to hold converſe with the man 
Whom kingly favour riſes to diflin&ion, = 


F N 
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N. Men? not thus the voice of friend! y ar 

X That prompts me to adminiſter relief. 
% Tho” bred within the walls of Selim's _ N 
Tho' train d in all the wiles of long 1 3 
I boaſt a mind untainted by deceit, TY 


A 199 that burns with friendſhip's e fire. ry 
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MIR VAN. 


This is the conſtant language of the courtier, © 
Who gilds with ſpecious wards his crafty ſchemes, | a 
And wears a ſmiling face to veil deſigns 25 
That will not bear the n dreſs of candour. 


/ 
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LE MAC E. 


I calmly hear the taunts of Eonſcious honour, 
Nor do I rage indignant at reproach. 
My breaſt a ſtranger to unmanly fraud, 
Views unconcern'd the cloud aſperſion ſpreads, 5 
And only ſympathizes in thy grief. | 


1 5 NIR VAN. 


Whoe'er hon art, I do believe thee hon. 
There reigns a native force in open truth 
That flatt'ry's tine] arts cou'd ne'er allume. 


LE MACK. 


e thou wou dſt prove me, put me to the teſt— 
And Mirvan, know, I have the pow'r to ſerve thee, | 
Elmira— | 


| MIRVAN, 
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1 MIR VAN. 5 

rr eee 
O ſpeak, and with the dear angelick ſound > 
Suff pend the nn this diſgrace er 


£ 


| LEMACK. 


Elmira and * ſorrows, ſince the hour 
In which thy cruel ſtars depriv'd thee of her, 
bay be reveal'd, if prudence will but guide thee. 


„ 8 


2 MIR VAN. e 


o then ſhe 1 and 1 may yet behold her, : | 
Yet claſp her in theſe-ſad deſpairing arms— — 


þ LEMACK. 


F 1. learn why I commiſerate thy 8 
When thy great father, valiant Elar fought 
The Turkiſh battles on Sclavonia's plains, * 
The cruel Janizary's thirfly ſabre 2 
With blood unſated ſpread deſtruction round. ; 
Nor age, nor ſex, averted devaſtation, _ 


F or r plunder rag'd inceſſant thro* the land. 8 
K . My 


| 36 2 85 ; | E. 1 M 1 | R f * | 


My widow'd mother, with her tender offspring, 
Expell'd her dwelling by the furious ſoldier, 
Implor'd redreſs from noble dee 5 
He, with a ſoul diffuſive of content, 

Reſtor d her loſſes, added to her wealth. 1 
And to complete the meaſure of his ee | 
Plac'd me at court, the infant of his bounty, 


: And rais'd me to a Rate of "—_ ONS Fort 


5 


NIR VAN. 


Then by my father's friendſhip I conjure thee, 
Deny me not, but free me from diſtraction, | 
From all the various fears that now oppreſs me 
And let me fly to ſhare i in her afflictioon. 


2 L EMA OK. 


Be patient, Mirvan, tis no weak attempt 
To gain admiſſion to thy loſt Elmira. 15 
Prudence and art and courage all combin' d . 
Can ſcarce ſurmount the perils that attend thee. | 


» ; 
. 4 4 I ' | . 1 * * ; 
* * . 2 1 £ 
. : ; * . * * 8 25 Swe? P #3 > n 3 $ 
1 N. 
: p 1 


1 — 85 — 12 * 4 ke 4a. : 15 . 


; MIR VAN: 


© Bean doubts and terrours ſink me in deſpair. 
Theſe obitacles, theſe dangers that oppoſe, 
All, all conſpire to point me out her fate - ef 
Cou'd it be true ?—Then 1 mis? oy" * nen 
Her ore 15 horrours | 15 


LEMACK. 


Fist no raſh dme, 


1 


M I R v A N. 
Selina 
E” E MAC K. 
W Bhs Be calm and hear. 2 
Selim poſſeſſes n now * legal right, £ ht 


And treaſon was a fiction for thy calle. ' 169 


MIRVAN. 


0 Alla, ſay, have I deſerv'd this 3 ES 
Strike with "thy thunder this rebellious heart! 


LEMACK. | 


4 * 2 N — _ *. * Sk 8 * 
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ILE MACK. 


He burn'd in ſecret with conſuming love, 


Ruftan at length to quench the lawleſs flame, 


Devis'd the means that raviſh'd her away 


And led her trembling, as the pendent leaf © 


That in a 44:28 AO. with the blaſt, 


MIRVAN. 


Was it bor this I plung'd into the flood 
And bore him breathleſs to the diſtant rock? 
Was it for this: To have my bed polluted 
By the foul luſt of a licentious tyrant, — 


. E M A C K. 


Suppreſs this heat Nor art, nor ſoft perſuaſion, 


Nor all the golden promiſes of empire 


Have yet prevail'd to ſtain thee with diſhonour. 


Heaves her kind boſom with a gentle ſigh, 


Glovrs her bright eye with beauty s beaming glance, . 
Or falls one tender accent from her tongue fas: 


Tis e only Mirvan that can cauſe it. 


ve. 5 


Br IL M I: R 
MIRVAN. 


0 glorious conſtancy—lmiortal woman! 


LE MAC ER. 


Longer to ſtay were but to raiſe ſuſpicions 1 
That might prove fatal to our mutual intꝰ reſt. 
Mark me, my friend, and thou ſhalt ſee Elmira, _ 
Unleſs dire fate, a foe to love and virtue, +» : | 
Prevent the cautious meaſures I have plann „ 
Paſs but an hour and at the eaſtern gate 5 fp 
That fronts the deep, attend my ſpeedy ſummons, 
Diſguis'd I'Il lead thee to the drooping fair; 

But let thy wiſdom, courage, reſolution 
Support thy ſoul | ame furrounding dangers. | 


2 MIRVAN. 


O thou haſt pour'd the precious bites of hope 
Into the wounded ſpirit of thy friend. 


LEMACK. 


Tae what thy ds urges, : 
Nor let a thought, however great, poſtpone _ 
Thy ſtrict attendancę at the deſtin'd place, [ Exit. ] 
171 ö oòõĩ ĩ SEA 


MIR VAN. „„ 
F ly fwift ye moments, till that happy Os. 55 
And O juſt Heay' n, preſerve the chaſte Elmira, : 
Shield ev'ry charm from impious violation, = 
That pure, unſpotted as her virgin frame, 
She may return to chaſe my eager fears 
And with new rapture bleſs her faithful Mirvan! Fon er” 
[Exit] 
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| E EMI on en. "8 4 
) were, joy—tranſporting thought! | * 
Thus tobe blefs'd, een when my deſp rate fortune 
Seenvd ripe with all the horrours of my ſtate— 
Lord of my ſoul, ſhall I again behold thee, 
Thou kind reward of all my various luck ring ? 
Ves, cruel Selim, vain is all thy power — 
Did but a doubt diſturb my wav'ring breaft 
To mar my conſtancy and ſhake my faith, : oi 
Soon wou'd my reaſon doom me to deſtruction, 3 | 


7 


And this arenging arm inflict the . | 
O gen'rous Lemack, how ſhall I requite thee 
For this great proof of vittue and of friendſhip ? 


2 
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SCENE | mn. 
ELMIRA, SE LIM. 


'SELIM. | FORT ; 


Fair excellence, thou ſtamp of Heavy” 8 8 | ” 
Weak are the raptures that our law prepares, 1 


In blooming bow 'rs and aromatick ſhades, 

For the juſt followers of our prophet's dictates, 

If weigh'd with theſe thy fondneſs can confer, 
Untaſted ſweets and joys that want a nam. 


"ELMIRA. 


Mack 10 great prince, the mis ry — afifts n me hy 

No gleam of happineſs illumes my breaſt, 1 

No thought of pleaſure animates my ſou], 

No bliſsful proſpect wings deſponding hope © ff 
For all within is ſadneſs and confuſion. - _ 0 T. 


SELIM, 


E k NIX 4 — 
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8 E L I M. 8 


Reluctant ail - Dippel this e 5 
Here no dread ſcene of woe diffuſes pain— - 
Here ceaſcleſs gaiety maintains her revels, _ 
And ev'ry new-born with, matur'd by care, 
Bleſſes the parent with its ſwift perfection. 
Aſcend my throne and rule the conquer d nations, 
Thy word their law, thy glance their only guide, 
The robe of Majeſty ſhall boaſt a grace | 
Thy lovely perſon. only can beftow, 

And the rich diadem receive a luſtre 
From the bright * of Selim 8 deauteous queen, i 


E * M I R * FE 


Such —_ gifts may captivate the wretch 
Who forfeits truth miſled by ſordid neee 


| That ve holds out to fr dſprng vie. ” 
_ e love and _— all 1 it . 


s ELI M. 


e move - thee ?——Theſz are trſlis favours, 


The pomp of empire and. ambition's trophies, 
G 2 Mere 


44 E * mM 1 R A. 


Mere baubles made for empty oftentation 

To awe the vulgar and amuſe mankind. 

Ere fortune bleſs'd me with a ſight of thee 551 

Free as the air my fickle heart diſdain'd. 

The ties of love, and wanton'd i in deli dhe. 

That dear variety, or paſſion gave; 

But now my conſtant breaſt rejects the impulſe 
And beats alone for my Elmira's charms— 
Then crown Tay _ 1 Lag in 998 affeQtions.” 7 
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E LMI R A. 


15 on to thy bliſs ſhall dire remorſe ſieceed, c 
While liſe's fair bloſſom nipp'd by canker'd thought 
Will nouriſh conſcience * to torment thee. 


1 


SELIM. 


Will nther ws nor empire tha on rt dee, 
And muſt I now compel thee to be happy⸗? 
Thou haſt not duly weigh'd the great diſtinQion 
Between a ſubjeR's and a monarch's ſuit— 

O *tis beneath my dignity of ſoul 


©: Þ m 1 R * 3 : 
To trifle thus with an ungrateful worman— po ; 


: Then, force, obtain what modeſty denies me. ; ; 
| | [Seizes oy 3 „„ 


EE fot 


Yet, Selim, ftay—O mind, difſemble ans 5 
And feign compliance to ſecure my virtue. [af de, J 
O mention not, my Lord, theſe mighty honours, . 
Left fancy ſicken at the tow'ring thought, 

And I your ſlave, the victim of preſumption, 
Sink i in the ee of eternal night. - 


* * ü GORE RE 


SELIM. 


| And doſt thou then rg ?—Enchanting wunde! 5 


ELMIRA. 


O wa 1 W me now retire, „„ 
Conceal my feelings from your marking eye e 
And reconcile me to my change of fortune. 


To 
SCENE 


SCENE m. 


EL IM. 


| She's ehe- We mall 1 e the es. 


And leave the fair when ev'ry look invites me ? 
This moment fraught with ev'ry human view 


OY 


Inclines us to believe our proſpects near, i", 4 % - 


The next diſcloſes unexpected evils 

And blaſts our hopes when blooming expektation 
Smiles a kind iſſue to our tender wiſhes. 

*Tis true, ſhe docs not plainly ſpeak her flame, 


*Tis woman's coyneſs, tis the ſex's way - 


They oſten ſhun the object of their paſſion 
And will not love, becauſe they are not preſs d. 
I muſt purſue, nor let her pauſe a moment, 218 
Till by my ſighs and the ſmooth arts of fondneſs, 
IJ make her yield, and with a ſoft emotion 


| Meet all my ardour and complete 90 joys. 9 
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MIRVAN, 'LEMACK. 


| * bin. 4 a e Mate +] = 


MIRVAN, 


Lead on, my friend, the way, t to her apartment, 


Erik! e 
Vet ere we enter, ſteel thy ſoul with F 
And liſten. to the voice of friendly caution. 


Reflect upon the dangers that ſurround us 
And the great haz ards of this bold attempt. 
Did raſhnels, or thy fervent love betray 

Our enterprize to furious Selim's knowledge, 
All the fad torments of a ling ring deae n 
Wou'd not appeaſe his rage and jealous vengeance. | 
Then wiſely with diſcretion's golden reins + 
Refrain the ſallies of ha OP - 


mv Ax. 
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5 Thy flighteſt werd't impreſy'd_» upon my | bold 
Commands my te mper and directs my actions. 


Thou art to me as ſome propitious angel : 
Who deigns to take a part in Mirvan's fate, 
| 8 with his . wing! averts misfortune. 
LEMACK. 
e now + Unpaticnt waits hy las, E 


| Loki moment of thy precious time. 
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Muy limbs ſubdu'd by this unhop'd event 
Shrink trembling from the object of deſi 6. i 15 | 
My eager. heart now flutters on my lips © 115 5 t 


And pants to ſhare i its rapture with Elmira.” 
My ſwimming eyes grow dim with expedtton, 
And ev'ry faculty diſſolv'd in bas an; : 
Jo filent ecilacy reſigns its 'vigour— | ee Wy cl 
O wond'rous love, oppreſs me not with bleſſings, | 
Left thou the parent of ſupreme delight, 
: enen, thy FROG: 8 unexpected birth! WT 
LEMACK, 


Here reſt 5 e lead thee to che e 
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Diane! fair 11 5 this Py kind { compliages? . 
Soon ſhall compulſion g give thee to N 
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The Sultan” s voice, andi in Elmira” s chamber : 
Elmira's chamber! Let me ſly to ſave her—  _- 
; Suppreſs thy rage—This 3 is the Sta criſis ne 
iT; On which 85 future happineſs N 
3 | b MIRVAN. 1 
1 . ' 8 „ : 


* Quick let me — then "aa fried muſt periſh— e 
ot 'Tis hell of thought. tis miſery extreme 
5 My honour ſtain ' d, my richeſt jewel loſt! 7 


50 ELM I R 4. 


Why 1 thus do I behold my ſuff rings? 


Shall ſupplicating virtue be expos d 
To lawleſs pow'r, while Miryan ſtands unmov's d 


And | ſces his bed acts, a m_ 


'LEMACK. 


Seim draws near—Be calm, my b honour'd fiend. 


MIRVAN. 


Sehe Now heart diveſt thyſelf of ſpirit 


And crouch before this 8 Sultan— Oh! 
[falls on the omg 1. 


MIRVAN, LEMACK,  SELIM. 
s ELI M. e 


Where, 1 haſt thou been? Where are hy" 
„„ 5 o 
Why . 9 that mute + upon” "the n 


As I urns, attentive to > my gi duty, 


* 
* 


The 


The diff'rent gates and watches of the palace, 

1 found this faithful mute upon his ſtation, 

By ſickneſs ſpent and ſhiv ring with the cold. 

A ſudden malady had ſeiz'd his Hmbs 

And made him quite unfit re 1 1 
Vet ſtill he calmly bore the toils of office, 
Nor ſhew'd'a ſymptom of repitiing' grief. © 
With wonder ſtruck, I view'd his e, 

Lent him my aid, deſirous to relieve him 

And thus far led him tremb ling with his anguilt, 

But here, bis firength decaying as he Went, 

He fainting dr droëp'd, and fell upon this earth. 
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pleaſing chought ariſes to revenge 1 me— — 
Perverſe Elmira ſhuns my ardent lo e 
1 Shuns the embraces of the ſon of Othman, ws 

: Then "ht her entertain this abject ſlave, | 
Then her fo arms around his meim body, 


'Twill gratify my wrongs and cure her coldneſs, 


MR well wy order —ſee 0 done. IN 
c eee CHAR 11. Na ler. ] 4 
ett n 2 | SCENE £ 
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In ſaſety riſe and ſmile upon thy danger. „ 
wth 1414 14 2 5 224 "£3 Z 
| . Mirvan 71 
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: 3 : 25 
thou miniſte | 
f I 566 FILLS Es. | — „ 4 
I mourn my wants - 
Why have 1 now but words to thank thy goodneſs? 
g "M.+- 5 » al 7 ' £3 
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| Tis wond' rous Providence directs our ps _ 
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And never know EImira's 
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E L MI R A 
Wen dare ws te che 1 


Than. hom ae within Elmira's boom, vt 
Of all her 7 ains and. 


l 


Immortal conſtancyl -Unſhaken faith)! 
O let me ſtrain thee to my panting, heart, 170 loam P 
That beats alone for liberty and 'thee— : - ; 
This is too much for mortal to Ns” 
Thy ſighs, thy looks conſpire to overcome me 
And ev'ry function, bolt i in thrilling joy, 
With new⸗ felt tranſport, yields to mighty love. 
Thy Mirvan's fears, as ſtormy ſurges, roſe 
And plung'd his ſoul in ſorrow's black abyſs, 
But, O thy preſence, like the cheering ſun, 
Has m the ſtorm. and giv'n him Ges, . 


E LMI X A. 


Now, tyrant, now, where is thy boaſted triumph? 
Where are thy guards and miniſters of wrath ? 


E UE M F NW 


Go and command thy ſervile train of beauties 
—— 8 
In all the am'rous glances of deſign + pon ins w_ * 
And raiſe a flame eee „ 
Thou ne'er canſt know ſuch ee W 
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MIR VAN 


Wh lr Hoon e [ 
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Did 1 oy counterfeit deluſive —_ 
Did he not promiſe empire's- golden gifts, 23 AE 55 
Did he not ſtorm indignant at repulſe, e N 
And with a thouſand threats of furious yengeance, _ „ 
Urge thee to bleſs hiw vit oa une ſiiles? Be 


His fondneſs 1 ee Ga 5 os tus 
His gifts r rejected with becoming ſcorn, . aud 3 
His rage I valued not but as an ä 5 
That hapleſs innocence muſt {till expect, 5 
When pow'r incens'd, reſfolv'd upon its will, 
Meets pe bow a . 8 virtue. + > 13 
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Fed 


MIRVAN. i 
Fe or ever cou'd I liſten to this languages . 
5 ; . 


_ * A, 


For ever hear the melting voice of Joy) 
*Tis Heav'n itſelf inſpires the ſacred 3 fs 
And gives a grace to chaſtity and truth, 
Weak, Selim, is the pomp of *courtly ben, Wer 
Weak the allurements of thy gaudy ſtate—— 
One moment's ſweets, e' en ſuch as I experience, 
Outweighs the pride and ſplendour of SWORE 
Conveys true comfort to deſponding worth,” A. 
And, to the mind of miſerable man, 
Di | Aras an emblem of hs tn 


. SE " * 1 


E IL IAA. 


8 0 ſhou'd we not enjoy the preſent hour, : 
Nor let a minute of the precious time ; 
Elude our graſp and mock us with its Hight? 


Thus bleſs d with 1 mal we Forney” | 15 | 


N 


8 
MIRVAN, ELMIRA, LEMACK. 


L E MAC K. 


"You muſt this inſtant— Think not of lay; 
x 5 MIRVAN.., 


\ 


"3+ 908 MIRVAN. 
What! Shall L. to thy timid apprehenfions. ...... 
Yield blind obedience and ſuſpend my tranſports? _, - 
Think not t0 fright me with a ſhew. of danger b 
Let the fierce Sultan with bis guards approach, 115 ir 
And: irive to, rear her from my. aha 
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If thy own ſafety merit not attention, ah 8 A 
With pity's eye behold Elmira's - rag; 107 en 
And: dread the violation of her fame. 15 er 
Shou'd Selim find thee ling' ring in his > ae 
No power cou'd then avert the! ans 8 5 
No ſoft entreaty deprecate thy doom, 


wy 


But cruel tortures wou'd unman thy. foul, | 5 
And 1 . be PEER to "friendſhip. . 1 297} bn 


MIR VAN. 


ages 8 4 7 | ack, to the Sultan's fury... 
Rather let love and d Mirvan be . FE. 
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Ye, We yes, ren wants 7 wife ny 
And thou muff yield her to his looſe defires, © 
Quickly” begone to ſoine convenient ſpot, 3 vol 
Where thou may'K ſafely ſee thy m eee 
View theſe dear arms, that oft have folded Mirvan, 
Lie ftretch'd beneath the rack of Othman' 8 power, 
And the wild. tyrant, fearleſs of thy OW. ** 1 
Ravage the ad remains of all my beauty, i 
Till n mo 1 2 inadneſs ſine l 
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ae mal this right arm, with tetrowr frung, 
Hurl inſtant vengeance on the monſter's head 
| . free thee om his factilegious touch 


1 LEM A E. K. 
Wha at, furious Mirvan, mes ths fallen rope? 


Wi | 


ELMIRA 


Can mou unmoy'd reject the calls of honour? 
Away 


Away and crouch. before this puny lord. 20.33.0704 
In all, but pomp, inter to thyfelf, 22 1 POS 1 
And name his vile unhallow d luſt the ——- 
That Juſtice lanctions and hat Heay'! approves 
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My mind, .oppreſs'd.by various Fad of mis ry. 
| Now trembling doubts 'twixt friendſhip and Elmira. 
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in, too late you'll 
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Friendſhip ſhall ff gil . hover an,, H L 
And, if juſt Heay” u L, 
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 -MIRVAN, ELMIRA, 


„ 5 8 
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eee ee 
Amid the awful gloom his words diffuſe, | 
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„ es 


Love reigns W ver my throbbing boſom, 
And faſcinates me with ene lan ini proper; | thi pn 
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| Language | is 4A, to 7.5 my 1 tous in 
The j joys my riſing fears wou'd now . 
en ſafety and thy precious e ien Lc 


— 78. © 42 1 1 eee e $51 
. 5 25 4. % Sache * 2 1 tr #207 i 
— 


« © LESTLE 448 Ls nn gti 


5 MIR VAN. 
Of ATTIRE OE ETC Ss ho We; 
Der not, Elmira—let the trial come „ 


1 n lead tice on with gloty Rill in Ages ovens" 
For ler the end be happineſs, ee EY = . 
So conſtant ſhall our actions point 8 220 42 Y 


That death ſhall cet to ws a juſt taz, 


+ Lind i n n for dur blooming honours. 4; i oh 
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et e's * Sin 1s, Mick; „ 
EIZ'D by the miniſters_ of Selim's fury, 
I. fated Mirvan, ling r ring forments wait cheek 
How near my ruiti, had not his faithful tongue 
Conceal'd the means that gain d him acceſs 
Friendſhip-and duty ſhare my te et 1 5 2 92 
Selim, tis true, has rais d me to a ſtate 
Of envied eee of. eee mary 30% Dyed 
And forfeit virtue for a monarchs we iolgy A 
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62 E L MI R A. 
Honour  Forbids _ pit) 8 gentle call. _ 


The balm of comfort into mis'ry's wounds, 
Reje& the ſyren voice of tempting. —y 
And vindicate the cauſe of virtubus lov 

Yes, if I can, my friendſhip will preſerve them, 


Mirvan ſhall live, Elmira's fame be ſafe, 
And the fierce Sultan, when his rage declines, 


Thank me for interpoſing in their favour. 
f » +. wy * 1 N [Erit.] 
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SCENE I. 


SELIM, RV STAN, end guards 


15e FLIP 


Detected thus within the deep rs. bott 
And awful chambers of my ſacred a 255 
Some wretch, unmindful of his ſoy” reign Wa 1 
Has dar'd to aid him in this bold intruſion. 
Can not thy prudent mind, that wiſely marks n 
The looks of man, and reads his inmoſt e 4 
Pn 2 upon the traitor? - 
2086 0T5 1 Ns TAN. 
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EL Mtn &@ 


RUSTAN, 


In vain I pauſe—in yain 1 five to trace PI 
Reflection but involves me more in doubt 
And Mirvan's rigid filence uw enen me. 3 
8 L „ 
The rack n force the ſecret from his lis 
And give his baſe aſſociates to my vengeance. 
He ne'er cou'd ſcale the walls, elude my ou 4 
And gain admiffion to Elmira's preſ ene, 
Unleſs ſome villain pointed out the wax. 
But I muſt now ſuſpend my indignation, | 
Nor ſuffer Mirvan to cleape np : 


3 48 | #%y 


nus TAN. 


Conſider well, my Lord, the num'rous Friends 
His former pow'r and lib'ral acts have rais'd him. 


Profuſe of wealth he laviſh'd all his tie * ' 39 


Without reluctance on the giddy __ 5 2H 2hoo? 

Who grieving to behold their idols ruin, 5 

May fire the nation tos evil Wr. 

In open day *twere raftineſs to deſtroy al Sh 
T he empire's pillar and the ſoldier's inks: 


SELIM. ; 
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SELIM. 
Shall l. vicegerent of reſiſtleſs Ala, þ 


Be aw'd to meanneſs by the murm ring crowd 2 por 


Shall I reject the impulſe of my paſſion, 
To One a _— herd of RAP; ht 


n 


Shrink at my 8 ind tremble. at my fromn? „ 


No, let his pangs in publick. ſtrike their ears, 
Till his adherents? breaſts with terrour ſwell, 
Beat to his ſighs and echo back his MOM); 38 rn 


RUSTAN. 


Why idly b expoſe yourſelf to peril? 
The multitude with rey*rence view dominion _ 
Deriv'd from Heav'n, and: joyful bow. the neck 
To the dread dictates of deſpotick will; 

But when, ſedition's peſtilential breath _ 

Sheds its contagion o'er deluded mortals, | i 

A baneful cloud ſurrounds the common eye, | 
To ſhadow Majeſty and dim its luftre. 
By this conceal'd they boldly ſpeak their treaſon, / 


And name their crimes the juſt attempts of freedom, 
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To fave their rights from impious profanation. 
Whether in private Mirvan breathe his laſt, 

Or on the wheel expos'd to gen'ral view 
Reſign his foul, a tribute due to juſtice— - 
'Tis _ n is Rill the ſame, 


| \ SELIM., eq 
Well haſt thou weigh'd the meren a wp: prince, 
Thy cautious counſels ſhall direct his fate. 


It now remains to crown my ardent love, 
That oppoſition hut inflames to madneſs. 


I'll tempt the huſband to his own undoing,  . .. | 
Entice him with ambition's ſplendid ſnares 


To yield the fair and bleſs me with poſſeſſion, 


If he refuſe—T'll paint unceaſing horrours + 


In all the wretched: pomp of dire diſmay, ,, 
To ſhake his mind, and foree him to renounce her; 
Then doom the abject tool to inſtant run. 
Made ſtill more painful by his baſe compliance. 
"Tis wiſely faid, - and, worthy Selim's wrongs. | '' 
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SCENE m. 
SELIM, RUSTAN, LEMACK.. 


s E LIM. 


Does Mirvan ſtill maintain his wonted courage, 
And view, undaunted, his ee torments? * 


LEM ACER. 


Unmov'd ho dees the diſmal epweativns]: 96 277 
Deſign'd to cut the ſlender thread of life, 5 
Calmly ſurveys the inſtruments of woe, 

As means intended to procure him tranſport, 
And give him reſt from a deceitful world. 
But yet, amid the firmneſs he diſplays, 
Elmira's ſuff*rings claim the tender tear, je! 
Extort the ſigh of pity from within, 

And ſink him melting into n fondneſs, 


ET 'SELT M. 

I'll work upon his boaſted reſolution, 
And learn the full extent of what he dares. 

. But 


n = 


But be comes Now, vengeance, fire my foul,” 

For once, aſſume the aid of friendly wh. bed tg 
Smooth ev'ry feature, foften ev'ry word, 
And gild the whole with the bright air of truth, 
To make my triumph more completely glorious 4) 10 
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SCENE iy. Ribs 


SELIM, RUSTAN, | LEMACK; MIRVAN. 


, ee in chains and exit 


"SELIM. n 
Wich crimes  oppreſs'd and guilty diſobedience | of q 
Doſt chou not dread thy injur'd- monarch's proſence? - | 
Yet ſuch my clemency, PI patient hear | 
What thou canſt urge to mitigate offence, : 
And reconcile thee to complying . | 


MIRVAN. 


Is this a juſt requital for. my labours? 
When the leagu'd force of thy rebellious ſubjects 
Shook the foundation of thy tott ring throne, 
SS - 5 . I alone 
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I, I alone, ſtepp'd forth and then upheld thee— - 
And when compell'd to ignominious flight. 
While the big drop fell from thy ene TY 

Did I refuſe the ſympathetick tear, 1 7 
Or ſteel my breaſt againſt my Prince's 8 ſorrows? 001 
Tho conqueſt oft invited me to ſhare 

Her honours and promotions—l diſdain'd 

The elitt'ring meanneſs, and I follow'd thee, | 

A helpleſs exile, wand'ring in the woods, 

On whom their branches ſhed unwholeſome dews. 
Yet, in that ſtate, with all thy mis'ries on thee, | 
Depreſs'd, neglected, ſhunn'd by all thy friends, 
The pamper'd minions of, thy former ſplendour, 
Thou didſt appear more lovely to my view, | 
Than with theſe gaudy pageants of command, c 
And the vain Oy of er N e empire. 8 ; 0 


SELIM. 


. 


The heart with me, s adamantine/ ſhield 


MIR VAN. 


Dar'ſt thou profane with regions breaths, - tha 
The 


The holy ſounds that Heav'n itſelf reveres, 
And demons, anxious to deceive mankind, _ 


K * 


2 


Dread to pronounce, leſt juſtice blaſt preſumption 


wu s ELI M. 


I'll throw, ade the privilege of br, 
Wave all the dignity my ſtate confers, 
And reaſon with thee as from man to man. 
I love Elmira— Start not at my words, 
But lend attention to the voice of truth 


Can I, inflam'd with love“ s reſiſtleſs power, 8 


Shake off at will the Deity > ſoft impulſe? 


Can I, a dave, faſt bound in woman 8 chains, 5 


Pretend to govern my impetuous paſſion? | 
No longer maſter of my own deſires, Pig 
In vain I ſtruggle with conſuming ardour, . 


| That, pent within by friendſhip" s ſtrong exertions, 


Like Etna's fire, deſtroys its own poſſeſſor. 


O view my pangs with kind compaſſion's 8 eye, 
And rather ſtrive to comfort than condemn me. 2 


— * en 1 


M 1 R VAN. 
Believe, me, Selim, tis no | gen 'rous dane 


That 


F 70 E M I R A. 


That fires es thus to ſtain the marriage bed. 
By ſacred laws and cuſtom long Wan 
To flouriſh, free from lawleſs: violation. 
Shake off thy guilt, nor let thy efforts t 
Tin, ſelf. victorious, thou canſt rule thy mind, 

A greater conqueſt and more precious trium h 
Than the fam'd trophies of the bloody fields 
Thy arm has won WIE: e dene conteſts, 


5 K L 1 Nl. 


If yet Eiaied faſcinate thy ſoul, 

The gifts of Majeſty ſhall ſooth thy anguiſh, 

And with a laviſh hand requite thy lofs. 
Conſult thy glory and thy martial ſpirit, © 

Lead on my troops to deeds of untried valour, 
And ſhine the champion of our Prophet's faith— 5 
Or ſhould the buſtle of a warriour 5 life - 15 
Suit not the placid temper of thy boſom, 885 

At court diſplay the ſtateſman's wond'ro us arts, 
And Tway, i in Selim's name, the 9 nations. 
Here beauty's ſmiles ſhall bleſs thee with new joys, 
And wealth anticipate thy ev 'ry want, 


While » POW protects thee from the frowns of fate, 


E L M I R A. ; 7x 


And tranquil life ſhall gently glide along, 

Like ftreams meandring thro? ſurrounding groves, 
Free from the ruffling of the adverſe blaſt- 
Then yield Elmira | to thy for” __ s arms, 5 


'M IR v AN. 

What! doſt thou court me to a pander's office, 
To ſacrifice the noble claims of manhood, 
And with compliance ſeal my own diſhonour? 
Is this thy candour, this thy conſcious worth? 
Twas but a maſk aſſum'd to hide thy e, 
And thus entice me to deteſted ruin— 3 
Away, and ſummon all thy piercing torvires, BE 


The foul prerogative of cruel tyrants, . 5 8 
I ſhun them not, =_y _ I dare defy W nes 
1 . I M. 8 1 

I'S, 


Tis 3 on in virtuous oftentation, © 2 
That folly dictates and that pride incits. 
Thou wretch, beneath the weight of my revenge, 1 
Whom I- But PO I will e * n L. 1 


929 


ELMIRA, 


72 EE L MEH FE A - ? 


0” E L MI R A, without. | 


Where i is my Lotd, the guardian of my honour, | 
The bright Grinity a that gn "A actions? EA 


its V SCENE A 


SLIM, RUSTAN, LEMACK, MIRVAN, | 
ELMIRA. - s af) «| 


| E I. MIRA. [Draws near to Miroan,] Ll 


Oh! can I view. thee thus oppreſs'd by bondage, 
And thield my mind from madneſs that invades  \ 
And fires my faculties to wild diſorder? _;, _ 
Ye ſordid miniſters of Selim's crimes, | 
I ſtand confeſs'd the partner of his guilt, 
On me inflict the preſſure of your chains— - 
Be quick and load me with the pleaſing _ | 
This frame ſo tender, and theſe nerves ſo weak, 
Will never ſhrink, but ſhew a many vigour, 
Worthy of virtue and Elmira” $ mind! 


— 
— 


MIRVA N. 


MIR VAN. y 


Ab! with my ſoul, 1 FI thy gende bite 
Can not ſupport, this agony of Wwe. 
O fair perfection, calm thy ſwelling heart, 

That kindly throbs to join in WY; diſtreſs! | 


40. 


ti 1 


SELINI. 


Ha! muff 1 Patient ſee this Wer of fondneſs, 
And liſten to the voice of mutual lover l 


or 


EL MIR A. K nd <0 


Why th thus 1 to decline thy ſuff rings? 
When fortune pour'd her a favours on our heads, 
And ſpread profuſe the bleſlings of the world, 
Vain was enjoyment, if I did not ſhare 
In all the varied ſcenes' of Mirvan's pleaſures. 4 9 


»Twas I alone diffus'd content around, A eee 


And gaye a reliſh to returning bliſs— 


Then ſhou'd I not divide thy ſorrows with thee, 


Shed tear for tear, and fend forth ſigh for ſigh ? 


— 1 
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MIRVAN. 
O how can I requite this pure affection? 
The traveller benighted in a wild, > ag, 
With rocks ſurrounded, full of dreary thoughts, * 
Views not a ray of light illume his ſteps hs 
With greater joy than Mirvan now beholds 
Thy cheering preſence baniſh ev'ry care, 

[They embrace. ] 7 
Thus truly bleſs d, death is too ſmall a forfeit, 
Too poor a tribute for the wond'rous raptures | / | 
This precious moment, ſource of ſtrange delight, 
Pours out to comfort EY and faith ! 


SE LIM. 


Lock di in his mp] e 0 ſhall he n 
Here flaves, ye faithful miniſters. of Juſtice, ., | 
Tear them aſunder, force her from embraces, 


That ſtain the object of your maſter's 1 


** 


| [Guards ſeize Elnira.] 
MTRVAN. 
| Baſe wretches, ceaſe, nor with deſtructive hands 
Defile this picture of angelick goodneſs ! 5 
T4: „„ ͤ 7 


What! do ye an to execute my orders — 
Drag her away, and ſhou'd his; joints refuſe 
To yield the treaſure to your hardy graſp, 
Let the keen fabre lop his ſtubborn limbs, 
And reſcue her from meanneſs and as 


EL MIR A. 


e 1 1 


Ye a x cruelty, ye ſhall” not force 1 me— PE 
Now, Mirvan, now, where is thy 1 wonted valour, f 
5 Where i is thy | bord, the inſtrument of juſtice, | = 4 
That, l with terrour, at compaſſion's s call, | | f * 
Has oft hr, © the tears of iojur'd worth Fo 'F 
| | [They are tarn under. 1 
Aſſiſt me, Hear" n |2—Perfidious tyrant, tremble— _ 
My ſtrength declines—Away, ye baſe barbarians— , 
Help, Mirvan, help—thy wife, Elmira' s loſt! 8 


[ ðbe is forced off. *. 
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SCENE VI. 
skLINI, e LEMACK, MIRYAN, 


NM 1 R V A N. 
Diſraciing 680 for an n inflan J freedom, 1 


n * x 
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1 22 DaÞ L I M., . 
1 the torture for this wretched viii, 5 
Spare not a ſigh, and pardon not a groan - 
Nor ſhall repentance ſave him from deſtruction, * 
It comes too late to ward his deftin'd torments, | 
Let love relieve him, mitigate his pains, N 
And grant him fortitude to bear his anguiſh. 
But if the dull delays of ling'ring mercy , 
Defer this ſacrifice to thirſty vengeance, h MM 
And lengthen out the moments of his life 
In puny pity, ere he meet his ſentence, | | 
Seyereſt death, the forfeit of thy treaſon, 
Shall brand thy name with infamy eternal. 
Exit. with Ruſlan.) 
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NIR VAN. | 

Now ſtretch me on the ignominious rack, 
I neither proudly court, nor meanly fear 
The cries *twill raiſe, the mis“ ry*twill excite z 
No empty boaſting flutters on my tongue, 
Nature may melt within me at affliction, 
For man muſt feel the weakneſs of the fleſh, _ 
But yet the ſoul, ſuperior to misfortune, 
Dauntleſs revolves, the flight ſhe is to wing 
In ons of glory and immortal bliſs. 
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EI! tell me, I conjure thee, tell me all 

Died he a victim to the tyrant's vengeance, 
Or do his mangled limbs ſurvive the rack? 
>T were better plunge into the gulf of woe, 
And ſound at once misfortune's greateſt depth, 
Than plac'd upon the verge of dire ſuſpenſe, 
0 8 on nnn yet, trembling, doubt! 
LEMack. 
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Thou gen? rous ; friend, diſpel theſe anxious _ 
Attentive hear, for l can truſt thy honour, © 


Thy Mirvan lives, a ſtranger to the pangs, 
The Sultan's jealous fury had prepar d him. panes 
Cou'd I, obedient to remorſeleſs power, _ 
Deſtroy the man whom innocence protects ? 
As yet immur'd within a, dungeon”: O gloom, _ Fr en 
He N bears the horrours EY his flate, | 


| This is the -4 criſis of our SE 3 
On which our country ' happineſs depends IT 
'Tis that contains our friends, relations, all, 
And with a warm embrace, extenſive 9 3 
The nobleſt ties that animate mankind; es = a 
For that our ſires fe better times have bled, - HE: 
For that—expiring they have graſp'd their rods, 
While liberty hung on their trembling lips, 2 
And death himſelf, aw'd by the A Rubs,” 
Forbore awhile to ſeize upon his prey. 
'Tis not a fingle voice that now incites,  _ _ 


5 
p * £ 8 2 
. 8 2 : 
z . 4 


CAL I. 
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ES E LM IX A. 


. 


The cry of nations and bewailing juſtice, 

That proftrate mourns her violated rights, 
Impel us to the great, the glorious talk— 
Why ſhou'd we groan beneath a ſervile life, | YR TR RA 
That quiv'ring, hangs precarious on the breath þ 
Of wild, unprincipled, tyrannick man * 1 | 


UE ET: I Frye 

The ond for of liberty inſpires, . EL WEE 
And animates my breaft to noble action, 
But at the moment that ĩt higheſt beats, 


The Sultan's favours croud upon my thoughts, 
And gratitude n the "Bf 5 


—— 
I» 


CALL 


Let not ling cd of right... 4 117% Sad 
Excite thee to neglect the publick goooe. 
True gratitude is founded echt. 
And merit is the tie that binds mankind | = 1 
In laſting unity and chaſte ee 1147 
But when foul vice diſturbs the 3 boſom, 
The bond is ſeyer'd, and the gifts conferr'd 


Claim no requital, but contempt and ſeorn. „ 
| LEMACK. 


Ng 
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. 


bs 


Freedom muſt loudly plead in my defence, 


When but one weapon, in a freeman's hand, 
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Cali, I yirlda<difel me as thou mite: 
And if the world judge harſhly of my conduck, 


And friendſhip mitigate the rough decree 


That partial pen may paſs upon my conduct. 


by 
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Then b A edt ie Wer Va be 1d 
Ten thouſand ſwords are ready to releaſe him, 
And ſhall we heſitate to hope ſucceſs, 


Is more than 3 to an hoſt of ſlaves? | 
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By Heav n Ro better * a * — 8 life, - 
Or toil inceſſant pent in deepeſt mines, 
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% E L M IR A. 
Remote from pleaſure and the face of day, 
Than wield a ſceptre with a feeble hand, 
Expos d to peril and capricious change — 
Thus to be hunted like the royal beaſt, 


E'en in the centre of his own domain, 
Amid his native wilds and rightful foreſts 


ö 
Tis but the multitude's unmeaning fury, 
That * care and courage will ſuppreſs, 
8 EL I M. 

Who firſt to mutiny provok'd - traitors | — 
Some power unknown, the rival of my de, 
Has nerv d their arms and fir'd them to ſedition. 

Rather ſome wretch, an enemy to Selim, 


Reveal'd the fatal ſecret to the troops, 


And made the headftrong ſoldiery believe, 


That Mirvan innocently. fell a victim 
To guilty paſſion for Elmira's beauties. 


Sea „ SELIM. 


E D M I R AT 3 


SELIM. „ 
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Thanks to * faithful fits: he's at en 
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His former friends, the partners of his 1 ile 


And the fierce Janizaries train'd to w aon 


Beneath his ſtandard, rous'd them to rebellion. 
They faid *twas baſe, twas e men, 

To ſuffer their companion thus to periſh, ; 

Conceal'd from all, without a crime pw gk d WT 


| Then, in the moment of their indignationn, 


And when their tongues, regardleſs of their duty, 
_ Freely pour'd out inveRives on your meaſures, 
Cali appear'd, and in a labour'd ſpeech | 

Stood forth the open advocate” of treaſon. 


81K L 1M. 2 


*Tis well—Their raſhpeſs has-betray'd them to me, 


The wily ſerpent, gliding ſmooth along, 
Alarms me more than when his 8 * 
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Scarce had he finiſh'd, when the tumult _ 
An univerſal murmur of a+; wo oy; 
Fill'd ev'ry mouth, and fwelling by 3 
Soon rent the air with one according ſhout. 

Cali, inveſted: with ſupreme command, . 
os ache rules —— o'er * arm. 5 ured 
7 3 2 l b «tx ban eit Bendel 
2 a E = I M. e big e 

Why let bin rule Tb but a h ciumph— 
PF1l blaſt their plans, and with intrepid coolneſs 
Doom the chief authors of this 2G da] 
To eruel 1 and ignominious Ry stant, bg; 
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Behold his melancholy, dark abode; 2077 yibut,. 


3 | [4 groan is heard from within, ] : 
1 8 CalI. 


E WES x. * MW 


0 rn i 
Hal ſoft, my friend, he mourns hi PLE Hite: 


M L R V. A N, [from within. ] 


0 Tl diſtract me not with melting fondneſs, 
Leſt tenderneſs unman my conſtant ſoul! 


LEMACK. 


Still on Elmira | is his mind intent. 


1 MIRVAN. 


- Why ſhou'd a Selim glory | in my ee 
No—fortitude ſhall prop my drooping frame, 
And ſteel me to ſupport t the ing conflict— 


| C A L = | 
I can no longer hold—Lemack, be quick, 
Remove his chains, and bleſs me with his preſence, 


5 I 


LEMACK. 8 


* 


* Giving the keys of the ie 


E. now Wins him to your prudent care; 
Mean 


w . M n 4 


Mean time, I muſt attend the Sultan's ſummons, 
And lull his fears into betraying eaſe, 
That unſuſpected you may ruſh upon him. 


Ft [Cali unlocks the dior of the priſon.] 
MIRNAN 2h 


Fe harbingers of death, unpitying come, 
And with your ſavage engines of deſtruction | 
Torture expiring nature into madneſs— 

Lo! uncompell'd, I meet your cruel graſp, 
And dare defy you t to the ſordid office, 

| TOO "as — | 


SCENE 1V. 


M IRV AN, CAL L 
M I R V AN. [Starting] 


Ha is it true, or does ſome ſtrange illuſion 
Deceive me thus, and faſcinate my view? 


CALI. 


come, noble Mirvan, to my faithful breaſt, 
And rages the tranſports friendſhip can confer. 


[They embrace. 


MIRVAN. 
»Tis he, 'tis Cali, tis my virtuous friend! 
CALA: 


No longer loft to liberty and love 

Shall tyranny oppreſs thy glorious ſpirit; 

But now reſtor'd to all that mortals wiſh, 

Live for Elmira and thy nation's welfare. 

The Sultan totters on the brink of ruin, 

Soon ſhall thy valour plunge him headlong down 
Ferdition' s gulf, irrevocably ſunk. 


X MI RVA N. 
What means, my friend, this ardour of expreſſion ? 
CA L. 


Selim's dominion now draws near an end. 
| The 
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* 


T he ſoldiers, eager to deftroy the tyrant, 
And free their country from his endleſs rapine, 
Impatient wait thy ſword to lead them on. 


| [Cali takes of bis chained 7 


| M R V AN, | 
Like radiant beams of comfort from above 
That calm the conſcience of repentant ſinners, 
Thy words appeaſe the tempeſt of my breaſt— 
Yet, virtue, judge, how it impreſſes grief 


To raiſe my arm againſt my guilty me 


CALL: 


Tis juſtice bids us draw the ſteel of 3 1 
And give content to an afflicted world. 5 


MN 
Fidelity and Mirvan were but one, by 
While honour dwelt within the royal boſom ; 


But when corruption ſaps the Prince s morals, 


And foul depravity inceſſant points 


That pow'r to gratify unbridled paſſions 


Alone deſign'd to benefit his people, wat 
| Compliance 


LIM 
E, LAM 1» NM. 
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Compliance then were merely to partake, 
And add authority to devaſtation. 5 
5 8  [Exeunt.] 


8 en E V. 
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Diſtraction 43 them, check * vile = 
And turn their ſwords againſt their impious hearts! 
WW retches, whom I exalted. from the duſt, * 
And rais'd to flourich in a ſtate of granteur—, ek 
Yet, can they now aflail their lawful monarch, 
Whoſe feet they lick'd before with ſordid meanneſs. 


0 may. arenen potentates receiye e 


Heneeforth. to cha the aha eh faithlek © courtiers, 
Nor, with the preſence of deceitful; faves... n ay 
Profane the ſacred reſidence of empire! 
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Ss PLE Mk 


Seen vr" 
| SELIM, LEMACK: 


SELIM. 


My truſty Lemack, is there no reſource, 
No means untried, to ward e mis 5 


LE MAC E. 


The ſtorm increaſes, and the furious troops 


Sternly 1 80 that Mirvan 775 be freed— N 


SE LI M. 


That Mirvan may be freed But he's no more 


Oh! at the thought my circling blood ſubſides. 


My conſcience darkens ev'ry hope of ſafety, : 
Like night's black orb, that o'er the genial ſun - 
Throws her baſe mantle, jealous of his ſplendour. 
Waſh, Lemack, in the ſea thy murd'rous hands, 
And ſtain the whole Propontis with thy crime, 


Rather than one ſmall drop of blood appear, 
To ftrip thy maſter of his feeble throne— _ 


LEMAC. 


n 


Courage, my Lord—8 urmount this idle terrour. 
—_ $22 im, _ 
5 Begone, and ſtrive to calm the raging : tumult— 
Throw the thick ſpecious cov'ring of deceit 
Or er thy dark heart, and with a ſmiling look | 
Sooth them to peace, and be thy Sov'reign's bier, 
The ſtorm appeas'd and order once eftabliſh'd, 
Thais heads ſhall 14 70 his forfeit of rebellion. | 
LEMACK. 


4 oladly RO to execute your . 


A gh iant reed Pll bend before thee _ 


3 vn. 
SELTM, RUSTAN. 


RUSTAN. 


| Swiftly away, for fight alone can ſave you— 
'N2 The 
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mm SEMIN A 


The army thunders at the palace gates 
And threatens vengeance on your hallow'd head 
But what I dread to utter—Miryan lives. 


8 E LIM. 
Ha! Mirvan liyes— Then Lemack has betray'd 
„ 
R U S T A N. 


1 him they call with one united v voice. 50 


8 ELI M. 


I now am loſt indeed—Life, precious life, 


Like a dear friend, muſt take a long farewell. 


I'm ftain'd with errour, I'm perplex'd with _ 
Blindly I grope in full meridian day, 


And ev'ry action paſt I wiſh undone— 
But, Ruſtan, ſay, ſhall he poſſeſs Elmira, 


Enjoy the fair, 'and feaſt upon her charms ? 
Thou know'ſt our fates are ſo entwin'd together, N 
That one deſtroy'd, the other needs muſt periſh, 


O calmly hear, and boldly put in force 
My laſt requeſt command I wou'd have ſaid 


. 


But Majeſty no longer ſhines in Selim. 


R U 8 ＋ A N. 
Then let her die— 


5 E LIM. 
Thou'ſt met my fond deſire 
all the e of gratefu] ws 


RUSTAN. 


Point out the mode, that inſtant ſhe expires. | 15 


95 8E LIM. 


Tis not a dee death I wer'd inßick; 
For that were not to gratify my wrongs. 
Under the pious maſk of kind compaſſion, 
Haſte to Elmira, ſhare in her diſtreſs, 


And with the words of friendly conſolation, 15 


Prevail on her to take the fatal draught, 
That mantling waits her i in the royal cup. 
The ſlow, yet potent poiſon, will diffuſe | 
Its baneful venom thro her madd'ning veins, 
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And in the moment of expected joy n 
Daſh all the ſweets that fortune may beſto w. 


RUS TAN. 


So let me proſper as my faith proves true. 


Exit. ] 


een r. 


8E LIM. 


But ere ſhe die, Mirvan may yer behold her, 
And tafte the pleaſures chaſtity imparts 
Ha! ſhall he claſp her in his happier arms, 

Pure and unſpotted as ſome holy treaſure, 
That awes the hand of violating mortals, e 


And by the Deity's propitious care 


Safely averts intended profanation?  - 
Thanks, bounteous nature, Selim's not a flave 


To idle qualms and ſad remorſe, that 1 


| Unwilling man to lead a life of virtue! 
I'll make her yield—ſhe ſhall, ſhe muſt complh— ; 
Once to be mine—revenge were then complete. 


Exit. ] : 
SCENE 


1 4 
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SCENE IX. 
MIR Ax, be LEM ACR, Guards. 
„ MIR VAN. 
This way, my friends, this leads PR ane apartment. 
TE n 


Conduct us on my foul expands with ardour 1 15 
To meet the tyrant, dare him face to face— 


IR VAN. „ 
Cali, I hab thee wound not Selim' O life, 


But leave him to atone my injur'd fame. 


This arm alone exacts the ſacred debt. 


Be witneſs, Heav'n, and judge, with what reluctance, 


I feel myſelf impell'd to claim a victim 
Whoſe blood for ages has been iindefid— 
But ev'ry glorious motive now incites, 5 
And deems it baſe to linger at the call "+ 
Of F juſtice and of private honour. 


5 
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SCENE 


SCENE * 


E L MI R A. 


Some deadly weigh hangs on my ſieeping ſenſes, | 
And warring paſſions, ſunk into repoſe, - 5 
Now leave my breaſt a ſolitary waſte, 1 
Of all depriv'd, but Mirvan' s bleſt reſemblance, 
Why thus reſign'd do I deplore my fate? as 
Let me diſpel this melancholy calm, 

That wou'd oppoſe my thoughts of juſt reſentment— 
Spirit of Micvan, hear my earneſt enger 

O conſecrate this dagger with ſucceſs, i 

That it may prove the inſtrument of Heaven, 


And pterce me tyrant 8 facrilegious heart! | 2, 


SCENE x. 94 
6 bor ruſhes in 2 wrefts the lere from ber] 7 


s EL III. e 


Hal rraitreſs ſo—it were an act of merit | 
e 


ELM It R A N 


To turn againſt thyſelf thy wicked 83 
But no- tho' vengeance urge me on to blood, 
'Tis blood too mean to grace a Monarch's hand. 


1 He throws away the dagger and ſeizes ber. J | 


Now * the air with fruitleſs ſupplications; 
And tear thy flowing locks, and piteous call 
On the dull guardians of thy peeviſh honour, 


They flumber now, and can not hear thy c Cries, 


” of . 4 45 * * 
5 Py * * Ss * — 


*I. IR 4A. 


Ik fix'd on infamy, thou doſt inſiſt 1111 
To facrifice me. to thy brutal will, = | 
At leaft poſtpone Þ it to ne 12 2 hour, 
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kann 5 vain—this moment n me 
1 5 [ A ſhout is heard, he farts] | 
Curle « on Apel and betray'd ! 


No refuge left Then mis'ry be my 


Vet as it is, comply with my We 
Or inſtant "__ 
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M I R V A N, 1 


Turn, monſter, turn 


C SELIM. - 


„ n L. M 1 1 A 


$44 


SELIM. toc 


TS... Confuſon! 


[Selim 1 vids Fan and remains motionl fs 
: win Lane = 
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ELMIRA, SELIM, MIR VAN, CALI, IE. 
MACK. e 
Tho' valour well might 3 uſtify the deed, 


I will not 1 thee OD to meet me. 


h, 
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Ruin n and horrours crowd upon me 
Vet, thus e 1 * ee my" fortune— 


OY febt Selim falls 160 
Wnt to Elmira.] 


MIRV AN. 


E L MH R A. 99 


M I R V A N. [Enibracing ber.] 
Thou glorious prize of all my labours paſt 


ELMIRA. 


Reder ziehe e e, 
Or art thou not ſome Angel in diſguiſe, 
Sent nes above. the: ſcourge of vicious tyrants ? 


M 1 R VA N. 
I am thy love, thy ever-conſtant Mirran! © 


3 
1 i, I die—O 'tis exceſs of e | 


SELIM. 


Exult not IRE: the TP of death i is on N 8 
Poiſon'd by faithful Ruſtan's honeſt care, 
She breathes infection . 1 


MIR VAN. 


A 116: BAL Perdition. come 
Aa FEA me from this ſtate of wild diſtrattion! | 
32 SELIM, 


100 * n MMR A. 


8E LI NI. 
My pulſe ſorgets to beat, by blood runs cold, 
And ev'ry part, unminꝗful of its office, 

Strongly forebodes approaching diſſolution. 

Now gloomy miſts obſcure my ſwimming eyes 
| T fink, I fink—O dark oblivion ſhroud me! 
Come, friendly death, and conſcience, baſe intruder, 
A long farewell to all thy admonitions— [He dien. 


ELMIRA. 


I rage, I burn—My faculties are loſt, 

And reaſon glimmers a fantaſtick light. | 
Oh! I'm diſtracted with reſiſtleſs anguiſh—" 
Some kind divinity behold my pangs, 
And with the Heay' nly dew of tender pity 
Allay the fire that preys upon my vitals. 
Selim forbear—i)angers in vain ſurround, - 

And ſtrive to ſhake my conſtancy of lith. 
Mirvan's my Lord—Begone, thou abject coward 
And tremble at the terrour of his eye— ; 
He'll frown thee dead, for thou'rt beneath his ſword, 
Beneath the thunder of his mighty arm — 1 5 
| My 


2 WH EA. 101 


My ſpark of vital flame will ſoon expire, 
The 1225 is fled, and now Ti faint—I languiſh, 
e Fl N e 
A 4 ſleep ſteals gently o'er my ſenſes, 
And ev 4 5 thing recedes from wy weak * t 


2 


MIRVAN. 


3 Elmira, Mirvan calls upon thee, - 
Calls thee to life, to freedom and to love— 
Revive, my ſoul, and baniſh my deſpair. 


en 7 TY 


Tis done—The conteſt has nies ch? 
A dazzling brightneſs breaks upon my ſoul, 
An earneſt of the tranſports that await me. 
Impreſs'd with grief thy manly face I view, 
And trembling dread, thy agony of ſoul 
May preſs thee to ſome ſad, untimely end. 
I _ thee re but . ſurvive me. 


| MIRVAN. 
Survive thee! 


T2  ELMIRA, 
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"ELMIRA. 


Ves for if 1 thought than vou not, 


Twere ſuch a load upon 'my fleeting ſpirits, 
As might retard me in this vale of woe, 


And make me cu rſe the hour 1 firſt beheld thee— 


I freeze—Convulſions ſhake my heaving Solo 
A ſolemn. chilneſs creeps along my veins— - 
Farewell Rememberq -x [She Foy 


MIRVAN, 


The ſpring of life's dried up—her ſpirit paus'd, 
Beat at my heart, and wiſh'd to join with mine. 


CAM K- 
Patience, my Lord, be comforted— | 
MI R\ V AN, 
5 BOY Ha! Patience! 
Have ks not patience ?—Shou'd I not run mad, 


Indignant cancel ev'ry human tie, 
Tear from their ſockets theſe diſtracted eyes. 
And daſh this wretched head againſt ſome rock, 


Flinty 


& 
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Flinty and rugged as my cruel fate? Fr 
Cou'd I reſtore thy life with loſs of mine, 
Soon wou'd I breathe my ſoul into thy frame, 
And animate thy hey with my ſighs — 


ALI 


Thy country” 7 weal and glory now demand thee— | 


Empire invites thee to diſpenſe her favours, 


And cy 1280 force Unknown, == Turkiſh Span 8 


MIRVAN. 


8 8 : 5 | 


a and mock me not with rer grandeur— 5 


Ambition here has loſt her former ſway, 
And glory ſpreads, unnotic'd, all her ſnares . 
To captivate me with illufive proſpects, 

All hopes of pleaſure center'd in Elmira, 
All views of happineſs, in her combin'd, 
For ever leave me deſtitute of comfort, 

I haſte to ſolitude, that only refuge, 6 
That laſt indulgence left me by my fate 
From all remote, I'll cultivate my forrows, | 


And cheriſh her bright image in my boſom. 
Oh ! burſt, my heart, and free my mind from thought— 


4 
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It fires my brain with anguiſh and deſpair. 155 
And J muſt fly to madneſs for ene, 


b 


\\ 


SCENE . 


CALI 


By this example taught, we ſhou'd ſubmit, 
And, with a pious reſignation, bear 

Whatever ills the Deity inflicts— - 
Let none accuſe the wond'rous ways of Heay' ny 
Nor, in the balance of misjudging man, 
Preſumptuous weigh the mercies of their God. 


* 
( 


$7 1N the following feetches, a mithodical 
arrangement of the different ſubjefts has been 


' avoided. They might, otherwiſe, have the ap- 
: pearance of a work that aims at the reputation of 


à regular eſſay, a pretenſion which the writer has 


not the moſt diſtant idea of advancing. They are, 
on the contrary, unreſtrained by methodical preci- 
fon. Whenever the mind was ſtruck with any 


thought worth attention, the obſervation was in- 


_ Nantaneous, and ſuch bas been tie mode 1 forw- 5 
ing this foght — 


De reader ; is requeſted jo take notice, | that tra- 


a gedies, written for publick repreſentation, are the 
only obiecte of the author's conſideration. 
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8 a ſtandard of language, acriterion of taſte, and, 
in moſt inſtances, a ſucceſsful advocate for mo- 
rality, the ſtage juſtly becomes the object of publick 
criticiſm. It is unneceſſary to enter into a diſcuſſion 
of what ought to conſtitute dramatick excellence, it 
would merely be a recapitulation of well-known ar- 
guments. Nature is in every age and country the 
ſource of character. If an author an in E 
of her impulſe, he can not err. | 4 


P Domeſtick 


=,  THOoOUGHUTS 


Domeſtick tragedy, applying immediately to our - 
ſelves, impreſſes itſelf more forcibly on us than any 
other kind; it is, therefore, the moſt moving. Ele- 
vated tragedy exalts the mind, but does not ſo often 
affect the heart; it produces heroiſm, but does not 
always intereſt humanity, Hiſtorical pieces ſhould be 
formed on the principle of diffuſing a juſt knowledge 
of events and manners, for why ſhould not poetry 
adorn truth? But facts are often miſtared, and cha- 
racters delineated to ſuit the fancy of the poet, not to 
coincide with the veracity of the hiſtorian. This in- 
formation muſt be prejudicial to the vulgar, giving 
them falſe opinions, which they can not eaſily correct, 
becauſe they generally poſſeſs no convenient records of 
knowledge. Nor can the enlightened be pleaſed with 
it; fiction is at war with reality, and this variance 
muſt be painful to reflection. The deaths of Ægiſ- 
thus and Cl ytemneſtra have employed the {kill of the 
firſt tragedians of Greece, and, by differing from each 
other in ſtory and chronology, they have occaſioned 
confuſion in the. hiſtories of that country. Shakeſ- 
peare excels all poets in his adherence to truth; in re- 
lating 


ON TRAGEDY. * way” 
lating circumſtances and drawing characters he cloſely 
follows hiſtory or common report, and when he is 
obliged to deviate, he does it with admirable art. This 
maſter of the human heart knew, that his plays would- 
be the more intereſting, if the perfons of the drama 
agreed with nature, and the events n were 
ſanctioned * n 3 : * 


To obſerve the unities is the ct cat of 
a dramatiſt, Nature and art, labouring to promote 
one. great end, ſhew to mutual advantage; their rays. 
of light, reciprocally reflected, more clearly point out 
the arduous aſcent to fame. But ſhould an author 
find his genius fettered by a ſervile compliance with. 
any fixed rules, cenſure is wrongly inflicted on his 
neglect of them, and an audience that can not par- 
don the omiſſions of art, deſerves not to be _—_— 
by the emanations Were 2 1 


2 not e admire the powers of hu- 
man ability in framing compoſitions ſo different in 
plot, thought and ſtyle, as thoſe which conſtitute the 
"A drama of the Engliſh language, We oP: 

| F2 be 
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be ſtill more ſurprized, that, notwithſtanding every. 


ſphere of human thought and action ſeems to have 


been previouſly delineated, we are every year ſupplied 


with productions which are not deſtitute of merit. 


Some may imagine, that they are the reſult of teme- 


rity; let us rather think, that they proceed from the 
laudable deſire of honeſt emulation and rational im- 
provement. We ſhould not cenſure the preſent au- 
thors for writing, but wonder, how they have found 


it poſſible to write at all; ſince every ſubject appears 
to have been, in a great weite, if not wholly, ex- 
hauſted. And if we applaud their predeceſſors for 


writing well, when they poſſeſſed a large ſtock of 


materials, we ſhould, without reluctance, ur them 


ſome ann whoſe fund is fo Gd Oe 


14 good n oa to be a good! poem; but 


ſince many of the pieces which are every day 
produced, and which pleaſe the world, can not be 
eſteemed good poems, and yet are feputed good tra- 
gedies; it ſhould follow, that to compoſe a tragedy, 
poetical genius is not at preſent requiſite. And, in- 


deed, if modern compoſitions of this nature were 
| eſtimated 


8 # 


diſcover the theft. Should a thought be borrowed 
with the acknowledged. deſign of improvement 
cannot much tend to * reputation-of A; writer, and. 


ON TRA GE DT. 


eſtimated by their poetical merit only, few could aſ- 


ſert a juſt claim to excellence. Many have appeared 


with diſtinction in the Republick of Letters, as tra- 
gedians, who, as posts, could not ſurmount medio- 


crity. It is therefore evident, that the want of poe- 
tical genius, in this ſpecies of production, may be 
remedied; and no man ſhould be diſcouraged from 
attempting this line, who, to a tolerable ſhare of 
judgment, a flight knowledge of verſificationg and 


ſome little ſkill in vg the- ons unites a liappy 


Ae of incident. bo 


The ee writers have, in many + Mafia we 


e plagiariſm. I am well convinced; that 


the ſame thought may be the diſtinct property of dif- 


ferent men in different ages. Moderns, in culling 
from the antients, ſubject themſelves to diſagreeable 


conſequences. If they confeſs. it, their dignity is 
impaired; if they conceal it, ſcrutiny or chance will 


3 it 
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it. A noble ſentiment, or a nervous idea, taken 
from its original poſſeſſor, and dreſſed in modern lan- 
guage, muſt ever excite our contempt. It is the puny- 
effort of a dwarf to wield OR RR 
of a giant. 0 2 OT 


There are on the contrary ſome, who, neglecting. 
the thoughts of the antients, adopt their peculiarity. | 
of phraſe. Conſcious of the weakneſs of their intel- 
lects, and afraid to expoſe their ideas in natural expreſ- _ 
ſions, they look for external ſupport, and make uſe of 
obſolete language, merely becauſe it has been ſanc- 
tioned by time, Like ſuperficial antiquarians, they 
think their ſtructure complete, if it can but ſhew a 
Gothick front. ö 


Abalita et abrogata retinere inſelentie cujuſdam eff 
et friualæ in parvis jattantia.  QuaneTiL.: 


Such words can not be too ſeverely condemned. 
What was formerly plain, is now often unintelligible, 
and the lapſe of half a century, ſometimes occaſions 
confuſion. This mode of writing originates from 
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the affectation of ſingularity. -Berſpickity: is the 
beauty of every ſpecies of dramatick compoſition.” 

The language of tragedy ought to be clear to the 
meaneſt apprehenſion, or an audience ſhould” be care- 
fully ſelected. N | 


Oratio cujus ſumma virtus e perſpicuitas, quam it 
vitioſa fi * interpret e | 


Writers of this kind ſhould, like So in * 
Rehearſal, take the trouble of previouſly expound- 


ing their meaning to the audience Ihe jab 
above an hundred ſheets of paper to inſinuate the plot 


into the boxes. General uſe ought to direct us in 
the choice of words. Johnſon, in the preface to his 
dictionary, obſerves, with his wonted accuracy of 


judgment What makes a word obſolete more than 


general agreement to forbear it, and how ſhall it be 
recalled again into the mouths of mankind, when it 


bas once, by diſuſe, become Tn — unfa- 


miliarity unpleaſing? ? 5 


The generality of modern W 3 os © 


the imagination, but do not intereſt the heart. Fancy 
| — is 
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is vigilant, but the affections are faſt aſleep. - There 
is labour with accuracy; labour, when ſimplicity is 
neceſſary; and accuracy, which evinces a ſterility 
of invention. Though nature and art ſufficiently. 
abound with poetical imagery, a mode of procuring it 
otherwiſe has become faſhionable, Tt is but finding 
7 4 figure already expreſſed, adding a new, or omitting 
a leading idea, and a writer in a moment r poſſeſſes 
himſelf Ld . | 


- AE not OY ien wh ee . 
of idea, pleaſes the majority of mankind; but poetry does 


not depend on numbers only. A ſervile attention to 


ſound betrays a littleneſs of genius; yet there are 5 
ſome who introduce. words for the ſole ' purpoſe -of 
making a line confiſt of a certain number of ſylla- 
bles. Such terms in poetry, and falſe guns in ſhips of. 
war, ſerve the ſame weak end. The one expedient ap- 
parently completes the number of feet in a verſe, the 
other the number of cannon in a tier. The judg- 
ment of a ſound critick will diſcern the firſt, and the 
eye of a ſkilful commander perceive the latter. Epi- 
thets ought to ideas relatiye to the . 5 


and 
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and ſtrengthen the ſenſe, 9 are otherwiſe mere 
founds, However. they may be elegantly uſed as: , 
decorations, and ſhould, even then, have ſome: re- 5 
ference to their immediate object, like ornamental pil- a | 5 
lars in architecture, that are of no real ſupport to 5 
the building, yet help to eg a more Ariking idea 
of . nn | | 
| He why wife the theatre, writes for all man- 
kind; it is therefore evident, that his language ſhould; 
be regulated by the ſtandard of general comprehen- 
ſion, or his productions muſt be deemed defective. 
Blank verſe, which is in almoſt every inſtance uſed, 
ought, on this principle, to be ſuited to the underſtand- 
ings of all, as far as the dignity of tragedy admits; for 
it will by this means more effectually engage atten- 1 
tion. How abſurd muſt a ſimple affair of life appear, * 
when decorated with all the ſplendour of dition? A 8 
ſublime idea, debaſed by low expreſſion, is equally 
reprehenſible, becauſe not only good ſenſe, but the 
meaneſt apprehenſion, expects at leaſt an attempt at 
proportionate language. A ſtyle judiciouſly poiſed 
between meanneſs ane turgidity, remote from the 
e cCeeeping 
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creeping phraſe of cuſtomary dialogue, and the ani- 
mated exertions of epick fancy, ſhould be uſed in 
tragedy—lIt conſiſts in a dignified familiarity, diſtant 
from common converſation, but an elegant improve- 
ment of it. We often unintentionally ſpeak and 
write blank verſe; and there are ſome authors of proſe 
in the Engliſh language who may be juſtly ſtiled poets. 
Since nature, unſolicited, fo clearly points out the 
way to propriety of expreſſion, how cenſurable are 
thoſe, who anxious to find ornament, ſubſtitute va- 
|  riety for plainneſs, and ſhun — the true ori- 
gin of concern. n 


A laborious reſearch after hyperbole, antitheſis and 
metaphor, has been too frequently productive of ridi- 
cule. Familiarity has been raiſed to greatneſs, and 
greatneſs extended beyond the bounds of poſſibility. 


Some to conceit alone their taſte confine, > 
And glitt'ring thoughts ſtruck out at ev'ry line; 
Pleas'd with a work, where nothing's juſt or fit; 
One glaring chaos and wild heap of wit. 
Poets, like painters, thus unſkill'd to trace 


The naked nature and the living grace, 
| 8 Wiih 
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With gold and jewels: cover .ev'ry part. 
And hide with ornament their want of EE <4 
Porz. N18 
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70 ſuch a degree has the rage for ornamental def- 


cription been carried, that it is no uncommon thing 
for an author to abandon his object, and, ſtruck i in an 


inſtant with ſomething more beautiful, exert him- 
ſelf to depict that which has' no relation to | his firſt 
deſign, 


2 ſeitis eſſe notiſſimum ridiculi genus, cum aliud ex- 
pectamus, aliud dicitur : hic nobiſmetipſis neſter error 
riſum 25 3 Cicero DE e { 

bout in one of e our modern tragedies we meet a 
her oine, who, having promiſed to relate the hiſtory of 


her paſſion, begins with the object of her love, paſ- 


ſes a compliment on his helmet, and ends with a 
warm encomium on his horſe. While i in another, a 


dying hero, gaſping for breath, can ſpare enough to 


deſcribe the colour of his blood and the alteration of 


his complexion which he can not ſee. «© A genius, 


fond of ornament, ſays Younge, ſhould not be wedded 


= 5 
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i 


to the tragick muſe, which is in mourning: we want 


not to be diverted at an entertainment, where our 
* er ariſes from the 0008 of our con- 
ern.“ ta | 
d at the concluſion of als, has of late bien 
exploded, Its diſuſe js, however, its only condemna- | 
tion; for it is neglected, not becauſe it is improper; 
but becauſe it is neglected, it is thought improper. 
The abſurdity of rhyming tragedies can not be de- 
nied, it is now a century ſince they have been juſtly 
laid afide, But the abuſe of any thing by no means 
juſtifies its intire diſuſe, and though a piece, 
compoſed of one continued jingle be unnatural, it 
does not follow, but that it may admit of ſome. 


15 weight to ene It embelliſhes 8 


and has been always uſed with ſucceſs. It may be 


objected, that ſucceſs does not conſtitute propriety. 


In every point of view it certainly does not, but when 
ſanctioned by the opinion of all men, in all times, 


ſucceſs and propriety mean the ſame thing. But as 


_ alteration muſt be ſuppoſed to convey improve- 


ment, : 
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ment, what im provement has reſulted from the diſ- 

continuance of rhyme? Do not the compoſitions 
in which it has been introduced give more ſatisfaction 
than thoſe in which it has been exploded? Are the 


vigorous and harmonious lines of Otway and Rowe 
| leſs attended to than the innovations of the preſent 
writers. Some may allege, that it is unnatural, but 
this argument would operate againſt blank verſe as 
well as rhyme, though, n leſs f 


The e "om evince how forcibly 1 _ 
ſes the paſſion of love on an audience. | 


So when bright Veans denn up Yo charms... 

The bleſt Adonis languiſh'd in her arms; 
His idle horns on fragrant myrtle hung, 
His arrows ſcatter'd and his bow unſti ung. | 

Obſcure ia coverts lie his dreaming hounds, - 

And bay the fancied boar in feeble ſound s? 
For nobler ſports he quits the ſavage fields, _ 
And all the hero to the lover yields. 


_PHADRA and Hures 


ED ' 
* 


almoſt every other reſpect he may be termed a mo- 
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In parts of dignified courage it is of peculiar 


Joy, joy I ſee confeſs'd from ev'ry eye, 
| Your limbs tread vig'rous and your breafts beat high. 
Thin tho' our ranks, tho" ſcanty be our bands, 
Bold are our hearts and nervous are our hands. 
With us truth, juſtice, fame and freedom cloſe, 
Each ſingly, equal to an hoſt of foes. | 
I feel, I feel them fill me out for fight, 
They lift my limbs as feather'd Hermes light, 
Or like the bird of glory tow'ring high, 
Thunder within his graſp and lightning in his eye. 


GusSTavus Vasa. 


The bare peruſal of theſe lines imparts ani- 
mation. How ftrongly muſt they operate 'on an 
audience at the concluſion of an act previous to a 
conflict? Vigour enlivens attention, and expectation 
is faſcinated to the higheſt degree. Brooke, the au- 
thor of this tragedy, though on many ſubjects weak 


and unconnected, may be eſteemed the beſt writer on 


the topick of liberty this age has produced. In 


dern 
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dern Banks, he often ſhoots at wah, and . 
times hits the mark. . 1 


— 
—— 


Even in the moſt tranquil moments of reflection, 
rhyme has a conſequence that blank verſe could not, | | 
perhaps, expreſs with equal energy. We have many 1 


ſtriking inſtances of this obſervation, I have met one | 
highly finiſhed in the tragedy of Philotas, by Frowde. 4 
To perceive it more 1 1 * quote ſome lines | | 
previous to the paſſage itſelf. LE | „ | 
{ 

Alas, Philotas, a5 leeres, ſoul, | 


| That can not brook competitors in glory, | 
Not ev'n thy maſter's ſelf, at length undoes thee, 
His. favour loſt, thy ſafety once and pride; my 
His gentle temper, which long ſtood the trial, | 
Broke 45 355 0 erliretch 'd 1 goes and haughty d aring. | 


* DVuperivac's archers ſend Gale tits att TY 
And ſlightly drawing, drive them as they pleaſe; 


But when ſome more robuſt, ſome ruder ſwain' © 8 
The diſtant horn of the tough ye would ſtrain | | 
Beyond its pitch, immod'rate ſtrength to ſhew, 5 | | 
Harſh j Jars the ſtring, | in ſhivers Wes! the bow. = | = 

1 9 

Johnſon's N 


%% Hoe Dem 


e s Irene has a beautiful inſtance of its in- 


uence in perſuaſion, 


If greatneſs. pieaſe thee, mount th'imperial ſeat ; 

If pleaſure charm thee, view this ſoft retreat; 
Here ev'ry warbler of the ſky ſhall ſing; 

Here ev'ry fragrance breathe of ev'ry ſpring : | 
To deck theſe bow'rs each region ſhall combine, 

And ev'n our Prophet's gardens envy thine: . 
Empire and love ſhall ſhare the bliſsful dav, © | 

And varied life ſteal unperceiv'd aways ___ 


That buſineſs has been to much ſought after, to 1 
the prejudice of tragick excellence; for thus, force 4 
of thought and energy of language have been neg- 


lected, appears no extraordinary aſſertion ; ; but that 


it is a new introduction, i is an opinion evidently founded 
in errour, From the earlieſt infancy of the drama, 
the pieces moſt replete with incident have given moſt 
ſatisfaction; for it is congenial to the temper of the 
Engliſh nation, and the people can be only gratified 
by buſtle. It may be objected, that Cato, though 
deſtitute of this requiſite, has been the favourite of 
all; but the por approbation it received was tem- 
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porary. Cato was the child of party, and ſupported 
by the rival efforts of Whigs and Tories. As they 
decreaſed, the play gradually loſt its boaſted popularity. 
Julius Cæſar, though full of noble ſpeeches, and 
finiſhed with ſome art, has not been able to maintain 
its rank on the ſtage. Phœdra and Hippolitus, 
ſtamped with the energy of paſſion, graced with the 


beauties of poetry, and elevated by the force of ima- 
gination, has met the ſame fate; and Irene, a maſter- 


piece of accurate judgment and rich verſification, has 


not been more ſucceſsful. This laſt was repreſented 


with every poſſible advantage; but the merit of the 


_ compoſition, the patronage of the great, and the {kill 
of the actor, could not reſcue it from diſgrace, Bu- 


ſineſs is, therefore, erroneouſly ſuppoſed by ſome to 
be the effect of falſe taſte; it is conſonant to the ge- 


nius of the country, and it may be a queſtion, if 
even Shakeſpeare's hiſtorical pieces would be at this 


day repreſented, were it not for the pleaſing compli- 


cation of buſineſs they contain. But in our time it 


has been' improperly uſed, it has become the primary 
object of modern compoſition, when it ought to be 


the reſult of the plot, a ſecondary matter ſpringing 


R | from 
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from natural cauſes. Incident -ſhould be the legiti- 
mate offspring, not the adopted child of tragedy. 


We can not but lament, that ſo great a man as 
Johnſon failed in his only dramatick attempt. Had 
he, fortunately for mankind, acquired the happy art 
of introducing buſineſs, what might we not have ex- 
pected from his pen? What excellence might not the 
Engliſh drama, ſuſceptible as it is of improvement, 
have by his afliſtance attained ? His uncommon judg- 
ment muſt have known the material advantages * 
confers on tragedy; we may therefore juſtly ſuppoſe, 


that, as he found himſelf unequal to the introduction 
of it in a natural manner, he determined not to 


adopt it, like ſome of our preſent writers, at the ex- 
pence of propriety, Yet we ſhould not cenſure them 


too ſeverely, ſince an attitude draws. more applauſe. 


than a noble idea, and the whimſical tranſitions of 


pantomime give more ſatis faction than the ſoundeſt 
precepts of morality. But he diſdained to court thea- 
trical fame by the proftitution of genius; and his 
Irene remains on record in the annals of literature, 


08 


buſineſs unnatutally [nyo e Rs 
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as a mere poem, but one of the nobleſt this nation 


bas nete 


Be this at leaſt his praiſe, be this his pride, 
To force applauſe no modern arts are tried, 
Shou'd partial catcalls all his hopes confound, 

He bids no trumpt quell the fatal ſouna. 
Shou'd welcome ſleep relieve the weary vit; 5: 
He rolls no thunder o'er the drowſy pit, 
No ſnares to captivate your judgment ſpreads ; 3 
: Nor e your fred to prejudice your heads. n 


| | ; e ee to IRENE. + 


The under of . . for "aig of 


ied purity of expreſſion, maintains à diftin- 
guiſhed rank among the poets of every age and 


country, in his elegy to the Rey. Mr. Hurd, ſeems 
to lament the taſte of the times ſo _—_ to Wee 


Perchance the Andes of ſome nobler age 
May praiſe the bard, who bade gay folly ow 4 


Her cheap applauſes to the 50 ſtage, e 
And leave him penſive virtue's ſilent tear. 


* 
* 
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It can not be denied, that the publick taſte is the 
rule by which the excellence of literary productions 
is meaſured, and to which an author endeavours to 
make his work conformable. Regulated by this, all 
kinds of compoſition, and particularly thoſe intended 
for public repreſentation excel, or are deſtitute of 
merit. But there is a more original, a more powerſul 
cauſe by which taſte itſelf is aſcertained. Criticiſm 
will be ever found to ſway the majority of mankind. 
This, if maturely weighed, will appear the principal 
ſource of the faults of modern compoſition. We 
ſeldom ſpeak of an author's merit as we think; but 
as we can beſt hold out to view our on learning and 
judgment. The attention of a critic, in diſcuſſing 
the merits of a production, is leſs directed to the 
piece itſelf than to an oſtentatious diſplay of his own. 
abilities, and his diſcourſe, or eſſay, may be gene- 
rally termed an exhibition of his own literary talents, 
with occaſional references to the work in queſtion, 
Our private and publick opinions eſſentially vary; 
reaſon alone influences the firſt; vanity, intereſt, 
friendſhip, with many other motives, give riſe to the 
hitter ; and ſo very powerful is cuſtom, that by con- 
ſtant 


1 
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fant repetition we often perſuade ourſelves of the 


truth of an opinion, which, but a ſhort time before, 
we ſeverely cenſured. To blame has become ꝓopu- 


lar, and to pry into the moſt trifling miſtakes faſh- 
jonable. An author, ambitious of preſent fame, or 
ſwayed by pecuniary motives, ſhould, therefore, make 


his production adequate to the general idea; metho- 


dical, but cold; free from faults, but diveſted of beau- 
ties, except ſuch as ariſe from correct aſſiduity, but 
are far from being the legitimate offspring of genius. 


He, who poſſeſſes genius ſhould curb its impetuoſity, 


if he deſires to become popular; for he might other- 
wiſe be hurried into faults, which are at preſent the 


principal objects of criticiſm. But triflng errours are 


the inſeparable companions of originality, they ſet it 
off to more advantage: was the ſplendour of the ſun. 
never intercepted from our view by intervening clouds, 
its continual brightneſs might ſhine unnoticed. , Ge- 
nius can not be always exerted to the utmoſt, it 
would annihilate the poſſeſſor. There muſt be ſome _ 
intervals of eaſe, or the burden would be intolerable, 
and we have never found an Atlas in literature, 
for what work has been complete? Mediocrity 


yy 
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may, on the contrary, ſtrain every nerve; no vein 


will burſt, for none was ever full. The pro- 


duction of genius may be compared to a ponderous 
eraggy rock; that of art to a ſmooth poliſhed ſtone. 
The rock is uncouth and rugged, bur ſtreaks of the 
molt exquiſite marble will, at times, amaze and de- 
light the eye. The ſtone is neat and, finiſhed, but 
there is a ſameneſs in the texture, which merely 
employs, but does not faſcinate the view. F ami- 
liarity increaſes the value of the firſt, it depreciates 


that of the latter. Here pleaſure and admiration are 


not only inſtantaneous, but the reſult of ſcrutiny and 


time; there they are the children of the . and 
= with their birth. wie 3 


To encourage merit we ſhould. 8 * 


but illiberal cenſure is ever vigilant to detect the 


ſmalleſt errours, and by making authors too atten 
tive to trifles, occaſions a neglect of principal beau- 


ties which might be happily introduced. Afraid 


to become objects of criticiſm, they are the victims 


of their own timidity. To what juſter cauſe can be 
attributed the tedious circumlocutions and idle para- 


phraſes 
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phraſes which debaſe modern tragedy? Impreſſed with 
the terrour of invective, and deſirous to ſhun the 
imputation of plagiariſm, they ſink into an unmean- 
ing mode of expreſſion, or toil for ideas which have 
no exiſtence in nature. As if to deſcribe the moſt 
common tranſaction, in nearly the ſame words with 
another, could poſſibly conſtitute a plagiary. It is 
juſt, and language muſt be tortured to expreſs it 
otherwiſe. Beſide, to deliver any common thought 
in nearly the ſame terms as another, can never be 
eſteemed a literary theft. Plagiariſm aims at ſome- 
thing valuable, and what is within every pecſon's ap- 
prehenſion, can not be ſuppoſed its object. The 
dread of being expoſed to this imputation has been 
one of the cauſes of the many monſtrous exceſſes of 
W r nt ee ſome of our preſent writers. 


Evitons ces excẽs. Laifſons a I Ttalie 
De tous ces faux brillians L'eclatante folie: 

Tout doit rendre au bon ſens, mais pour y nn 
Le chemin eſt gliſſant et penible « tent! 
Pour peu qu'on s ẽcarte, auſſitõt on ſe noye, 

La raiſon pour marcher n'a ſouyent qu'une voye. 

Bekzav. 
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We have known criticiſm to ſtile what was natu- 


ral, unpoetical, and what was not adorned with me- 
taphor, vulgar; hence aroſe the ambition of writing 
-unintelligible jargon; and as falſe judgment has influ- | 
enced many to the prejudice of letters, we may juſtly 


ſuppoſe, that it has deterred many from giving to the 
world the moſt excellent productions, and from edi- 


fying mankind 908 the main talents for "theatfiea) 


writing. | ee 


Without aiming at ſingularity, or introducing no- 


velty of opinion, we may ſafely affirm, that criti. 
ciſm, which has trifles for its object, which is more 


pointed at the turn of a phraſe, than at the beauty of 


a thought, at the harmony of numbers, than the vi- = 


gour of expreſſion, has in a great meaſure influenced 
public taſte, and, conſequently, corrupted modern 
compoſition. | | 


An attempt at refinement has alſo been prejudicial 
to tragedy; I mean that kind of refinement which la- 


bours to poliſh a work in the minuteſt manner, and 
is anxious to leave no fault behind. It is ever deſir- 


W 


. 


rous to n invent new cath Io intro-. 


duce new beauties, but it has been carried to a ridi- 


culous exceſs. By a ſervility of attention to e 
ment; ſuch as alliteration and making the ſound an 


echo to the ſenſe, authors are often guilty of the 
moſt deſpicable abſurdities. Theſe improvements 


originate from a true poetical genius, and break forth 
unſolicited. Labour, in mental operations, ſeldom 


attains the object propoſed; they work from un- 


known cauſes, and their effect rarely proceeds 


from previous determination, but when leaſt ex- 


pected ſurprizes us moſt. If, on the contrary, the 
mind i is tortured, its favourite e e ; ; 
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Let all their 7 ai milliews « arm at once, 


And . elufrengs, cram the field of fight. | | 
owa = Nagy Pines. 
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a „ I am convinced, are ; more 


the reſult of genius and chance, or lucky e 
than of art. It is carrying refinen 
ſuppoſe, that men poſſeſſed of powerful talents would, 


* OY ſome” noble * employ W 
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ment too far to 
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in the trivial taſk of making the language literally 
adequate to the idea. I am rather inclined to think, 
that thoughts, once conceived, almoſt inſtantaneouſly 
find proportionate expreſſion. | 36-4 is As genius 
to ſuppoſe, that the _ oe aw aid 
Feixfa re x rereax ta As tum Xk ig 


of Homer; the Quadrupodante putrem ſonitu quatit 
| angula campum of Virgil; Shakeſpeare's Churliſb chid- 


ing of the winter's "wind; or Milton's expreſſive de- 


 feription! of the infernal doors flying: open,' and 
other beauties of a ſimilar kind, in ancient and mo- 


dern poetry, are the reſult of labour. We ſhould 


rather ſuppoſe, that the ſame moment gave birth to 


the ideas and language. Art on the contrary often 8 
defeats the end propoſed. Pope's lines on verſifica- 
tion furniſh an irreſiſtible evidence i in favour of this 


obſervation. | In his tranſlation of the Tliad, ſome 
verſes occur which are ridiculouſly erroneous, We 


can diſcern the poet's exertions to effect a reſem- 


| blance between ſound and. ſignification, but, we eaſily 


ſee: the vanity of his efforts, and lament, that ſuch 


_ talents ſhould. be laviſhed on ſuch trifles. Were 
not ſome lues ſandiicned by the authority * 
We 


We alas ts imagine, FR Butler or Cotton 
had been buſy in their formation. Since ſo great 
man failed, we can nat wonder that many have hoon 
_ equally unſucceſsful, and that many more will, find 
their maſt ſanguine hopes diſappointed. Let there 
be a ſtrength of thought, a juſtneſs of idea, e will 
ſoon n en of n en. 
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A ſtyle, Arens of character, which conſl «i in 
a ſuitableneſs of the words to the perſon, ever ought 
to be the principal object of a dramatiſt; for variety 
is the ſoul of theatrical excellence. But ſince we 
rarely find a difference of ſtyle in modern tragedy, 
| for, from any one ſcene, we may generally form a 
complete opinion of the whole, how can. we account 
for this depravity? Tf properly traced, it will be 
found to originate from exceſſiye refinement, which 
by ſuppreſſing difti nction, from a deſire to poliſh, has 
deſtroyed eharacteriſtick expreſſion, the natural ſtand- 
ard of propriety. Variety of ornament, not of lan- 


unge, is the ä object; che firſt is almoſt every 
8 . where. 
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where indiſcriminately laviſhed, becauſe it is eaſily ae- 

quired; the latter is dealt out with a ſparing hand, 
© becauſe it is nature's. All the perſonages of the dra- 
ma have the ſame mode of expreſſion, and the loweſt | 
is as metaphorical and flowery as the moſt exalted. 
One continued plain, bounded on all ſides by the ho- 
riſon, muſt be unintereſting to the view, but if in⸗ 
terſperſed with trees, mounts and rivulets, it Will 
ever poſſeſs en enlivening diverſity of proſpect. 


voules vous du public meriter les amours 45 

Sans ceſſe en ecrivant variez vos diſcours. 8 

| Un ſtile trop egal et toujours uniforme, 0 | 
n vain brille a nos yeux, il faut qu'il nous endorme. 
On lit peu ces auteurs nez pour nos ennuyer, 5 

* tpkjours ſur un ton Guo pſalmodier. elk 

2 fee 
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jen 2 A is iy 1 not „ to its 
intrinſick © value, but as it ſuits the abilities and diſ- 


plays the powers of the actor. Many pieces have 
been profeiledly finiſhed for this ſingle purpoſe. Not | 
depending on the merit of their productions, but on 
the {kill of the * ſuch writers gratify their 

ambition 
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blos with wome tary fam 
claim to a noble and laſting refutation. Of this we 
have an ac cnowledged inſtance in the author's" pre- 
face to the trage 
he wrote the part of Ormiſinda, and the moſt flatter- 
ing circumſtance to him, in the ſueceſs of his play, 
is the univerſal opinion, vouched not only by the 
loudeſt applauſe that ever ſhook the ſtage, but by the 
greateſt effuſion of tears, that the actteſs ſo. much 
exalted the character, that ſhe exceeded all imagina- 
2 tion, and reached the ſummit of perfection.“ We 
go to the theatre to attend more to the manner in 
which a ſentence is delivered, than the moral it con- 
veys, or the beauties it contains. To conſider how 
a thing has been ſaid, not what has been ſaid, ſeems 
the univerſal rage; the intimate connexion be- 
tween both can not be denied, for ſound ever 
ought to be the conſequence of ſenſe, and an actors 
merit ſhould ſpring from an author's delineation of 
character. To applaud the one, we ought to under 
ſtand the other; but we often depart” with a ſtrong 
impreſſion of the performer's talents, when the poet's 
excellence 3 is TR obliterated, or has not been per- 
ceived. 
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ecived.. We on a a pleaſing 
diſappointment to the diſagreeable expectations we 
form in the cloſet; but does it reſult from the va- 
hue of the compoſition, which we have not been able 


to diſcern, or from any merit, which, unobſerved 
in the cool moments of reflection, can be only diſ- 
Cloſed by the powers of rep 
radox would be equally abſurd as to ſuppoſe, that de- 


ſentation? Such a pa- 


liberation is inferior to ſudden thought, and that pru- 

dence ought to be abandoned for precipitation, A 
ſuppoſition of this kind would reverſe the order of 
things, and effectually deſtroy the nature of our men- 
tal faculties; for it would deny us in one place, aſ- 


ſiſted by uninterrupted conſideration, that clearneſs 


of perception, which, prevented from attention by 


continual tumult, it would in another place eſtabliſh. 
Jo what then can We aſeribe ons” eee erat 5 


change, which in the ever ing 


what in the morning we do not heſitate to onde 


We may, without partiality, attribute it to the abi- 


ny of the actor, aſſiſted by theatrical faſcination ; and 
it muſt be deemed a panegyrick of the higheſt kind 


"©, Wa; | ; 
. 1 * On n 
7 1 


to convert prejudice to attachment, reſcuing from the 
Juſt attack of ſatire, I 1 Werten ves in- 
earned ae ere cenſure. Tee e 0 0 eee 
«Sima of c 
pearances than with realities, with what repreſents 
than what is repreſented, with the vehicle of informa- 
tion than information itſelf; let us not be ſurpri- 
zed, that buſineſs of any ſort, which affects ſenſation 
| ſhould give general ſatisfaction; and that poetical-mez 
rit, which improves the underſtanding, ſhould.;he 
neglected. We ought not to be: ſevere in our con- 
demnation of the preſent managers for bringing for 


ward pieces with but weak claims to notice, ſince 
they are obliged to comply with the taſte of the times; 
Cibber's vindieation of ſuch practices, in his days 
may be more juſtly uſed at this moment“ While 
the repetition of the beſt old plays is ſo apt to give 
fatiety, and good new ones ſo ſcarce a commodity, | 
we muſt not wonder, that the poor actors are ſome» 


times forced to trade | in traſh for a livelihood,” _ 
[> Paras to the PRovokED Huan. | 
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The EAT EY which . writers A ſae= 
and the ſhort time they are allowed to enjoy 


it, will always prove a great obſtacle to the improve - 


ment of tragedy. The captice of an individual often 


influences an audience, and the noiſy applauſe of a 
multitude is conſidered as the teſt of merit. The tra- 
gedian is only ambitious that his production may be 

repreſented for a ſeaſon, and rarely extends his views 
beyond that period. He therefore does not labour to 


pleaſe the judicious, who are {low in panegyrick; but 


directs his Aa ttention to the many. who. Ae profuſe of 
applauſe, and fickle in opinion. As he is to enjoy 
but a momentary reputation, he deems it fair to pus 


chaſe it on the cheapeſt terms. The aſpiring c 


date for literary fame writes, on the contrary, for poſ- 4 
terity, and is anxious to make his work unexcep- 8 


tionable. He corrects, he adds, be poliſhes, his 


mind is never entirely ſatisfied, his judgment is in 


the cooleſt moment of thought doubted by himſelf, 


he heſitates, and in a ſtate of depreſſion, has recourſe 
to the unbiaſſed opinion of his friends. The moſt 


trifling auxiliaries are eſteemed conſequential, and 


though he is aſſured of every probability of — 0 hs 
; | ay ke 
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7] Wc: ber i M pla we wy m_ poetry, end cri- 
terion of dramatick excellence, and that, while "ay 
merh works of great genius, wi without art, 1 mean 

1 at art which tolls after incident, predominatel ; at 
preſent, works of great art, without genius, take 

| the lead—Is there no mode of correcting this taſte? 

4 „To ſttike at it intirely might have as dangerous an 

| "UA as to purſue it t to a fatal Ede! The man- 8 

ners of the times muſt be flattered, and a prudent a 
5 often produces that reformation, which 
raſh attempt at alteration but ſer ves to defeat. M ax 
| notan union of art and nature take place?” When 45 
| combined to promote one great end, they muſt cer- oy 
tainly pleaſe, Buſineſs and poetical excellence in 
uniſon will ever obtain univerſal approbation. "If th this 


junction ſhould be happily effected, the publick taſte, - 1 
* f 


* 


utility to the drama, and that which We i 


and fruitful ſource of incident, to a faithful portrai- 


5 defect in itſelf, there can dee no plea ea, re- 


138 rh 
far tw: being preju icial, would, — of 


provement, but has been ſince tortured 
lous exceſs, might revert to its firſt 
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"Nas 1 wasn not reſt 3 3 10 a 3 the natural | 


ture of the 2 to the force and perſpicuity of 


9 language, 1 1 wiſh to ee Joined the. amor Patric; $5 
vor is there any reaſon why, ſuch a meaſure ſhould not. . 


be attended with ſucceſs. 5 rom the fate of patriotiſm ol» 


on the ſtage, we might, at firſt ſight, be led to.ima- 


gine, that any attempt to introduce it would prove un- 8 
ſucceſsful; but a diligent inquiry and mature deli- 2 


beration will place it in a very different point of view, * 
| and if its decline ſhall be found to proceed from the : 
unſkilful management of the Poet, and not from any 
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Why the DE, PRA, 10 peculiar to 1 nation, 5 


does not pleaſe by itſelf in a theatre, is well worth 
conſideration. | An Englith audience can be only gta- 53 
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ON, TRAGEDY. ny. 


tified PE great buſeſs, and the animated epreſen- 
tation of the paſſions; but the pieces in which it has 
been ee W are either deſtitute of them 
both, or poſſeſs them but in a moderate degree. Ju- 
lius Cæſar, Cato, and many other performances of 
this kind have been unſucceſsful, and are ſeldom ſeen. 
While patriotiſm and natural feeling influence the 
human breaſt, Venice Preſerved. will delight mankind. 
The variety of paſſions diſplayed in this tragedy form 
an elegant contraſt to the character of Pierre, and by 


exciting a previous ſenſibility, make his ſpeeches Wb: 
effectually ſtrike at the heart. Freedom, united with | 


confederate paſſions, 'or great buſineſs, will always 


maintain 'a diſtinguiſhed rank on the ſtage, but as it 
has never been judiciouſly blended with either of theſe: 


| requiſites 3 we have no popular play i in which vn: 
n en, of "_ 5% of 


+4 


— the . of Cato and Venice P Pre rve 


bee been mentioned, I can not but take notice of the : 


ſuperiority Otway has over Addiſon, even on the to- 


pick of liberty. Cato ſeems to have made freedom 
OM ſcience, Pierre to have drawn it in with his vital 


nn A a declaimer, the other 
. „„ like 
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Aae wy feeling. The firſt pI hides with. * 
deſire of pre-eminence, the latter is one of the 
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| om anda 1 e it may be! eaſily 
aſide that though much has been done in favour” 
of tragedy, yet it has been ſo G iouſly done, that 
this ſpecies of compoſition is at this moment ſuſ- 
eeptible of improvement. We have many examples 
of poetical merit without art, but we have many 

more inſtances of art without genius. The firſt are 
few, and held in no general eſtimation; the latter are 
numerous and univerſally applauded. Of the one 
kind we have had for many years no new produc- 
tions; of the other, we have ſo great a number, that 
pieces admired and followed for a ſeaſon, frequently 

give way to others, and are neyer more repreſented; 

ſuch is the preſent mutability of fame, while thoſe 
which expel them enjoy but a momentary n I 
forced i in their turn to make room for the introdue- 
tion of buſy novelty. It is but once in a century 
that human nature is exalted by a Phædra and Hip- 7 
politus, or an Irene; ſeveral. of our moſt ſucceſsful = 
| e of the peſo day are within the limits . 
laborious 5 
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laborious mediocrity. 


knowledge can ſay, that the compoſitions of a Smith 


and a Johnſon ſhould be the ſole objects of cient. 


applauſe, and that the others ought to be enticely neg- 


lected. They have both their reſpective merits; the 


firſt poſſeſs a noble diſplay of poetical talents, be 


latter replete with buſineſs, though it is often unna- 


* 


turally introduced, are conſonant to the publick taſte. 
Might not an union of them both take place? The; june- 


tion of genius and art, I mag 
would oo honger to . 


regulated by ae 


and TTevive an era of ex- 
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natick writing, Which 
Shakeſpeare "ry | inſtituted, but which the modern 
rage for the pantomime of. tragedy has e 
Poetry and buſineſs, paſſion and incident, even in a 


moderate degree combined, muſt give univerſal ſatis- b 


faction. On the ſtage and in the cloſet mankind 
might be equally pleaſed, and the giddy multitude 
and the judicious few. would at length unite i 
ſuffrages i in favour of ſo yy an aſſemblage. a 
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